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Introduction: The purpose of this study was to investigate the relationship between
knowledge management and entrepreneurship with the mediating role of social
capital in managers of private sports clubs in Shiraz.

Methods: The statistical population included 400 mangers of private clubs in Shiraz.
The statistical sample consisted of 196 respondents who were chosen through cluster
sampling based on the distribution of clubs in the eleven urban areas of Shiraz. In
order to measure knowledge management, Sharon Lawson Questionnaire (2003),
Social Capital Assessment, Gaini Questionnaire (2012) and Entrepreneurship
Assessment, Chupani Questionnaire (2010) were administered among the
respondents. Five qualified managers assessed and confirmed the validity of the
questionnaires and the reliability of the questionnaires was assessed and confirmed
through Cronbach's alpha coefficient and the combined reliability. In order to
investigate the relationships between the data, the redearchers applied the path
analysis method with partial minimum squares using PLS2 software.

Results: The findings showed that there was a significant relationship between the
components of knowledge management and entrepreneurship in sports clubs. There
was also a significant relationship between the components of social capital and
entrepreneurship. In addition, the research findings showed that social capital could
be a good medium for the development of entrepreneurship through knowledge
management in the sports club.

Conclusion: According to the research findings, it is recommended that sport clubs
create inter and intra-club networks taking the creativity and efficiency of their social
capital for granted to make the path of entrepreneurial development shorter and more
effective along with developing infrastructure to create a knowledge-based sports
club in order to develop entrepreneurship.
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Introduction

Today, in many cases, sports clubs are similar to other
organizations, while in some cases, they have structural and
social differences by them, which necessitates their
specialized investigation. The complexity of tasks and the type
of the customers of sports clubs are diverse even in different
geographical areas, and this diversity has led to the creation of
extensive competition and new strategies. The existence of
strategies for the development of entrepreneurship by
managers of these clubs has always been one of their concerns
in order to improve the position of the club. Differentiation in
this policy can be smoothed with scientific approaches
branching from knowledge management. Management of
specialized knowledge is relatively new in the world and not
much time has passed. In this short time, successful
organizations have made important investment, planning,
operational and strategic measures in the field of knowledge
management. By using its benefit and producing new
information and knowledge in all fields, including sports
sciences, organizations have received significant evolution.
Since in the sports industry, most of the time, profitability is
the priority of a sports business, so the development of
efficient human capital is likely to be effective in creating an
environment with a knowledge-oriented function and
ultimately the development of a sports business. Considering
the continuous growth of private sports clubs in Iran, the
results of this research can encourage their managers to
develop a scientific approach in the structure of the club. Also,
this research can examine the necessity or non-necessity of
using social capital and superior knowledge of sports science
in clubs to evaluate the acceleration of value creation in that
club. The purpose of this study was to investigate the
relationship  between  knowledge management  with
entrepreneurship with the mediating role of social capital in
managers of private sports clubs in Shiraz.

Methods

The research method is descriptive-correlation, and in terms of
purpose, it is applied. The statistical population included 400
managers of private clubs in Shiraz. The statistical sample
consisted of 196 respondents who were chosen through cluster
sampling based on the distribution of clubs in the eleven urban
areas of Shiraz. In order to collect data three questionnaire
includes measure, Sharon Lawson Questionnaire of
knowledge management (2003), Gaini Questionnaire of Social
Capital Assessment (2012), and Chupani Questionnaire of
Entrepreneurship Assessment (2010), were used. Some
qualified managers assessed and confirmed the validity of the
questionnaires and the reliability of the questionnaires was
assessed and confirmed through Cronbach's alpha coefficient
and the combined reliability. In order to investigate the
relationships between the data, we applied the path analysis
method with partial minimum squares using PLS2 software.
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Results

The demographic results showed that most of the respondents
were men and most of them were between 30 and 40 years old.
Also, about 62% of the respondents had a bachelor's degree,
and about 50% of them had between 1 and 5 years of
experience. Composite reliability also shows how much the
questions of each of the constructs are sufficient to explain the
related variables. The criterion of this index to check the
internal homogeneity of the measurement model has been
reported to be 0.7 or higher. Also, the results indicate the
appropriateness of the convergent validity criterion (AVE).
The findings showed that there was a significant relationship
between the components of knowledge management and
entrepreneurship in sports clubs. There was also a significant
relationship between the components of social capital and
entrepreneurship. In addition, the research findings showed
that social capital could be a good medium for the
development of entrepreneurship through knowledge
management in the sports club.

Conclusion

The result of this research indicated that in private sports clubs,
as much as improve the knowledge management and its
dimensions include acquire record, create, transfer, and use of
knowledge; entrepreneurship would also have the possibility
to be promoted. In addition, how much knowledge
management is stronger so entrepreneurship will increase
dramatically? Therefore, sport clubs that have higher levels of
knowledge management can improve their ability to respond
to rapid changes and develop innovative ideas in products and
services. In addition, the results showed that there is a
significant  relationship  between social capital and
entrepreneurship in private sports clubs in Shiraz. In the
interpretation of this findings, it can be said that an
organization that has good social capital (high cooperation and
participation among members) can influence the exchange of
information and the transfer of tacit and explicit knowledge
which causes creativity and innovation. There is evidence that
organizations that benefit from strong social capital can obtain
the necessary capital for entrepreneurship and venture capital.
According to the research findings, it is recommended that
sport clubs create inter and intra-club networks taking the
creativity and efficiency of their social capital for granted to
make the path of entrepreneurial development shorter and
more effective along with developing infrastructure to create a
knowledge-based sports club in order to develop
entrepreneurship.
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