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Introduction: The present study was conducted to identify and analyze the
dominant discourse on women's championship sports in Iran and to identify
effective deterrents and reinforcing factors on women's championship sports.

Methods: The research method based on the nature of the data and analysis method
based on discourse analysis is qualitative and based on the purpose is applied
research. The statistical population of this study includes 42 women champions
who were included in the list of people sent to the 2012 and 2016 World Olympic
and Paralympic Games. Also, theoretical sampling was used, which according to
Holloway and Amy, 4 to 40 people are sufficient for qualitative studies.

Results: Findings of discourse analysis show various factors affecting the
development of women's championship sports. These factors are classified into two
main categories; deterrents and reinforcing factors. Deterrents include: lack of
material and moral support of government officials, gender discrimination, lack of
club facilities, infrastructure restrictions, patriarchal culture, lack of rewards; and
reinforcing factors include: self-confidence, family support, perseverance, high
motivation, coach support, teamwork, professional ethics, attention to religious
values and women's sports culture.

Conclusion: In this article, Deterrents and Reinforcing factors of women's
championship sports identified base on discourse analysis and classified, solutions
for the comprehensive development and improvement of women's championship
sports for successful participation in the Olympic and Paralympic competitions
have been presented.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

In recent decades, championship sports in the
international arena has become the stage of competition
among nations and various countries are developing
roadmaps and long-term plans for success in this field
and have invested a lot in this field, especially in
women's sports. Iran has also taken measures in the
development of women's championship sports; but it is
still far from the ideal situation and the leading
countries. The present study was conducted to identify
and analyze the dominant discourse on women's
championship sports in the country and to determine
who and what phenomena have the greatest impact on
this discourse.

Methods

The research method is based on the nature of the data
and the analysis method is based on discourse analysis,
qualitative and based on the goal, applied research. The
reason for using the discourse analysis method is that
with this method all social affairs can be analyzed and
investigated with the tools of discourse analysis.
Therefore, considering that the current research sought
to identify the discourses in the media and the
interviews conducted by women champions regarding
the factors that hinder and enhance women's sports;
therefore, the dominant discourse analysis was used.
The statistical population of this study includes 42
women champions who were included in the list of
people sent to the 2012 and 2016 World Olympic and
Paralympic Games. Also, theoretical sampling was
used, which according to Holloway and Amy, 4 to 40
people are sufficient for qualitative studies.

Results

Findings of discourse analysis show various factors
affecting the development of women's championship
sports. These factors are classified into two main
categories; deterrents and reinforcing factors. Deterrents
include lack of material and moral support of
government officials, gender discrimination, lack of
club facilities, infrastructure restrictions, patriarchal
culture, lack of rewards; and reinforcing factors include:
self-confidence, family support, perseverance, high
motivation, coach support, teamwork, professional
ethics, attention to religious values and women's sports
culture.

Conclusion

The purpose of this article was to identify the deterrents
and reinforcing factors of women's championship sports
during the 90s. For this purpose, the discourse analysis
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method was used to identify the mentioned factors from
the point of view of 42 female athletes participating in
Olympic and Paralympic competitions. The most
important deterrents factors were: lack of support from
officials and lack of financial support from the
government, lack of club facilities and infrastructural
limitations, dominant culture of patriarchy and gender
discrimination, failure to receive timely and fair
rewards. Also, high motivation and perseverance, self-
confidence, family support, teamwork spirit, support of
coaches and women's sports culture and religious values
were identified as the most important strengthening
factors. Therefore, based on that, it is suggested to
consider more credits for women's sports, provide sports
equipment and facilities that are up-to-date and
according to international standards, create culture in
line with the development of women's championship
sports, and use the media's capacity to inform and raise
awareness in order to eliminate discrimination, give fair,
timely and valuable incentives to the heroes.
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