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Introduction: The purpose of this study was to explain the security status of the
infrastructures of Iranian football stadiums with emphasis on technology.

Methods: The present study was applied - descriptive and correlational. The statistical
population of the study was the experts in holding the matches of the Iranian Football Premier
League, who in total, 120 people answered the modified questionnaire on the security of football
stadiums by Faraji (2014). Data was analyzed by using descriptive statistics, one-sample T-test
(p< 0.05) and confirmatory factor analysis (CFA) methods.

Results: According to the results, stadium infrastructure (p< 0.05 and t = 8.82) is one of the
important factors in securing football stadiums and technology (p< 0.05 and t = 10.81) and
stadium design and construction (p< 0.05 and t = 9.27) with factor loads 0.84 and 0.75,
respectively, are two sub-factors related to infrastructure that are effective in creating stadium
security. According to the results, the status of infrastructure and technology factors was lower
than average and the factor of design and construction evaluated as average.

Conclusion: Based on the results, the condition of the infrastructure of the country's football
stadiums in terms of technology is not appropriate and it is suggested to football officials to
prioritize the infrastructure of this sport in order to improve the security of football stadiums.
Also, in the reconstruction or construction of new stadiums, pay attention to the design and
construction of the stadium and the use of advanced security technologies in their construction,
control and administration.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The purpose of this study was to explain the security
status of the infrastructures of Iranian football stadiums
with emphasis on technology.

Methods

The present study was applied - descriptive and
correlational. The statistical population of the study was
the experts in holding the matches of the Iranian
Football Premier League, who in total, 120 people
answered the modified questionnaire on the security of
football stadiums by Faraji (2014). Data was analyzed
by using descriptive statistics, one-sample T-test (p<
0.05) and confirmatory factor analysis (CFA) methods.
The method of confirmatory factor analysis (structural
equation model) was used to verify the identified
factors, examine the relationships between them and
present the final research model.

Results

According to the results, stadium infrastructure (p< 0.05
and t = 8.82) is one of the important factors in securing
football stadiums and technology (p< 0.05 and t =10.81)
and stadium design and construction (p< 0.05 and t =
9.27) with factor loads 0.84 and 0.75, respectively, are
two sub-factors related to infrastructure that are
effective in creating stadium security. According to the
results, the status of infrastructure and technology
factors was lower than average and the factor of design
and construction evaluated as average. Based on the
results, in the factor of design and construction, the
items of "geographical location of the stadium" and
"covered spectator's platform™ have the highest and
lowest averages respectively. In the investigation of the
technology factor, the items "closed-circuit cameras in
the stadium" and "use of metal detectors and handheld
and portable scanners at the entrances of the stadium”
had the highest and lowest averages, respectively.

Conclusion

One of the challenges of the organizers of sports events
is to provide a safe and secure environment. Stadium
infrastructures play an important role in ensuring the
security of matches and spectators. Proper design and
construction of stadiums will attract more spectators and
facilitate the security management of the crowd. Today,
technology plays an important role in the security of
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sports venues. Sports organizations use modern
surveillance technologies and security warning systems
to maintain order, prevent harmful elements from
entering stadiums, and monitor the security of activities.
Based on the results, the level of technology in the
country's football stadiums was evaluated as lower than
average; therefore, upgrading the technology level of
stadiums is necessary. It seems reasonable to pay more
attention to the infrastructure factor in the distribution of
financial resources, because the improvement of the
infrastructure (the structure of the stadium and
technology) will probably lead to the reduction of costs
related to other factors, including physical protection
and personnel. Finally, it is suggested to football
officials to prioritize the infrastructure of this sport in
order to improve the security of football stadiums. Also,
in the reconstruction or construction of new stadiums,
pay attention to the design and construction of the
stadium and the use of advanced security technologies
in their construction, control and administration.
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