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Introduction: The aim of this research was to examine the role of media power in the
sports diplomacy of the Islamic Republic of Iran.

Methods: The present research, with a qualitative approach, is based on data foundation,
which was conducted in terms of practical objectives and data collection fieldwork.
Among the elites in this field, 20 individuals were purposefully selected as snowball
samples. The research tool was a semi-structured interview, which continued until
theoretical saturation was reached. For the validity and reliability of the research, the
acceptability, transferability, and confirmability method was used, and the reliability
was obtained at 77% in the retest.

Results: Through the review and analysis of the interviews, 39 codes were identified in
the form of 8 concepts in the axis of external conditions, 30 codes in the form of 6
concepts under contextual conditions, 20 codes in the form of 4 concepts under
interventionist conditions, 44 codes in the form of 9 concepts in the axis of strategies,
36 codes in the form of 7 concepts related to consequences, and 24 codes in the form of
2 concepts related to the central phenomenon of identification.

Conclusion: The research results showed that factors such as media development, the
importance of sports in the media, media position development,cultural exchange in the
media, theoretical foundation production in the media,the diplomatic nature of the
media, enrichment of leisure time, and other factors played an important role in the
media's role in sports diplomacy in the Islamic Republic of Iran.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The last century and the present one are known as the
media centuries. The image in the media is stronger than
speech and writing, as it leaves the most attractive,
lasting, and effective impact on the audience. There is
no doubt that the media has a deep and influential role
in shaping the collective mental image of society. In the
modern age, the media is one of the inseparable factors
of daily life, constantly used by members of society and
attracting their specific audiences according to their
effectiveness (Shahbazi et al.,, 2019). One of the
fundamental needs of countries in advancing sports
diplomacy is the coordination and complementarity of it
with the media; therefore, the media and its role in
today's world in sports diplomacy are essential for the
interaction between the media and sports diplomacy
(Jafari et al., 2018). Nowadays, media plays a
fundamental role in shaping society's perceptions and
ideas. Paying attention to it and policymaking in the
process of development and adopting appropriate
strategies are of fundamental importance. Given the
extensive reach and various functions of the media in the
present era and its high level of influence on public
opinion, the main question of this research is: What is
the role of the media in sports diplomacy of the Islamic
Republic of Iran?

Methods

The present research adopts a qualitative approach
based on foundational data. It was conducted in the field
in terms of practical objectives and data collection.
Twenty experts in this field were purposefully selected
using snowball sampling. The research tool was a semi-
structured interview, which continued until theoretical
saturation was reached. For the validity and reliability of
the research, the acceptability, transferability, and
confirmability method was used, and the reliability was
obtained at 77% in the retest.

Results

Through the review and analysis of the interviews, 39
codes in the form of 8 concepts in the axis of external
conditions, 30 codes in the form of 6 concepts under
contextual conditions, 20 codes in the form of 4
concepts under interventionist conditions, 44 codes in
the form of 9 concepts in the axis of strategies, 36 codes
in the form of 7 concepts related to consequences, and
24 codes in the form of 2 concepts related to the central
phenomenon of media power in sports diplomacy were
identified.

Conclusion
The research results indicate that many factors influence
the strategic role of media in sports diplomacy of the
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Islamic Republic of Iran. It can be said that the synergy
of media and the globalization of new media have
created a new face of power that can subtly create
influence. Therefore, attention to the importance of
media diplomacy in redefining and achieving national
interests in the age of media seems essential. In this
regard, introducing sports through the media as one of
the most important tools for improving the image of a
country, along with employment generation and
responsibility, is considered crucial. Therefore, in the
study of sports diplomacy, factors such as the role of
various media and, of course, the consequences of using
these media have been highlighted. Finally, it can be
stated that in the past four decades, the field of foreign
policy has always been the main target of advertising
media attacks in international public opinion. Therefore,
the role of media in introducing sports diplomacy inside
and outside the country has become increasingly
important, and identifying the capacities for use and
determining the strategies and consequences of using
media and sports diplomacy to reduce external pressures
on the Islamic Republic of Iran is an essential need for
statesmen and officials.
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