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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Today, sport is a big industry and a huge amount of
money is transferred in it. It is estimated that sport is 3 to
6 percent of the world's trade. The economic nature of
sports on the one hand and its international nature on the
other hand make the emergence of disputes and
international sports complaint inevitable. Crises resulting
from sports contracts, especially in the international field,
can have serious negative social and financial
consequences.

In recent years, the number of complaint cases against
Iranian sports organizations, federations and clubs in the
disciplinary committees (especially FIFA) and the
International Court of Arbitration for Sport (CAS) has
increased significantly, and the vast majority they ended
with the defeat of the Iranian side. Increasing the
awareness and understanding of sports managers to
conclude and manage international contracts leads to the
reduction of protests and complaints in international
courts and prevents huge financial and social costs and
losses. Therefore, this research looked identifying for the
pathology of Iran's sports legal cases in international
courts.

Methods

This research is applied in terms of purpose and
qualitative in nature, which was carried out using
thematic analysis approach. The statistical population of
the research included experts in the field of sports law
who are aware of international sports legal cases and
especially the lawyers involved in the cases, who were
selected in a convenience and judgmental manner, and
fifteen semi-structured interviews were conducted until
theoretical saturation was reached. It was done in such a
way that no new concepts and codes were obtained in the
last three interviews. To analyze the qualitative data,
open coding was used and by coding the words, sentences
and paragraphs from the interviews, different themes
were counted and according to the same semantic load,
they were classified into different categories and names.
After the complete analysis of the content of the
interviews, according to the existing conceptual models,
the best structural form was designed for the pathology
of sports legal cases in international courts.

Results

Based on the conducted interviews, finally 81 items in the
form of 24 sub-categories and 8 main categories
including negotiation, contract, contract implementation,
complaints, corruption and lack of supervision,
managerial atmosphere in Sport, legal structure and
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international legal environment in sports were identified
and categorized.

Conclusion

To reduce the incidence of sports legal problems at the
international level, it is suggested to pay attention to sport
managers legal background in their selection and
appointment in addition to their expertise and skill;
Disciplinary committees with appropriate legal
composition should be considered for different sports
federations;  Specialized regulatory, judicial and
arbitration structures for sports are established and
developed; Comprehensive and transparent financial
laws should be formulated in sports; More decisive
arrangements and actions should be considered regarding
the fight against brokering and corruption; Expert and
skilled lawyers should be used as consultants alongside
sports managers in all legal stages from negotiations to
the end of contracts; The experiences of international
persons should be used in this field; short-term and long-
term educational courses should be considered for sports
managers; training of sports law specialists should be
done.
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