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Introduction: Pahlevani and zurkhaneh sports as an intangible Iranian
cultural heritage can create a special capacity for development of creative
sports tourism in Iran. Therefore, the purpose of this study was to identify
the factors affecting the development of creative sports tourism based on
intangible cultural heritage.

Methods: The present research is applied research in terms of purpose and
descriptive-analytical research in terms of nature. The data of this research were
also collected in the field. Also, this research is one of the qualitative researches
that used the method of data theory and Glaser approach. Library studies along
with interviews were the main method of data collection in the present study.

Results: Based on the results of the factors affecting the development of creative
tourism based on intangible cultural heritage, 108 concepts (codes), 13 categories
and 2 dimensions were classified. Accordingly, political, economic, social and
cultural factors, technology and technology, legal and governance and
environmental subset of external factors and management factors, human
resources, infrastructure, education and research, international interactions,
marketing and tourist attractions were identified as internal factors in this study.

Conclusion: It can be concluded that the thirteen factors identified in this study
each play an important role in development of this sector of tourism and officials
and decision makers in this area can use benefit from the results of this research in
order to develop tourism in general and creative tourism and sports tourism in
particular.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Creative tourism as a sustainable form of tourism
provides the basis for the development of creative
capacities through the active participation of tourists in
courses and special learning experiences in a tourist
destination. One of the tourist attractions in any region
that can create potential for the development of creative
tourism are sports that are known as a heritage and are a
manifestation of the culture and identity of a region.
Pahlevani and zurkhaneh sports as an intangible Iranian
cultural heritage, which is a UNESCO World Heritage
Site, can create a special capacity for the development
of creative tourism in Iran. Therefore, the purpose of
this study was to identify the factors affecting the
development of creative sports tourism based on
intangible cultural heritage.

Methods

The present research is applied research in terms of
purpose and descriptive-analytical research in terms of
nature. The data of this research were also collected in
the field. Also, this research is one of the qualitative
researches that used the data theory method of
foundation and Glaser approach. The statistical
population of the research consisted of all professors,
university experts and senior managers in the field of
sports, tourism and Pahlevani and zurkhaneh Of these,
20 people were purposefully selected as a statistical
sample in the interview section. Library studies and
interviews along with interviews were the two main
tools for gathering information in the study. After
completing the interview and recording and coding the
collected materials from interviews with experts and
experts and extracting items, concepts, categories and
dimensions, and after ensuring the validity, all the final
codes and categories, in the ATLAS Ti software
network environment were entered to obtain a
qualitative research model. Also, in order to control the
objectivity (reliability of the findings), the reliability
method between the two coders was used. For this
purpose, from the interviews conducted, four interviews
were selected and coded by two researchers. Reliability
between the two coders for the interviews in this study
was 78.37%, which due to the fact that the reliability is
more than 60%, so the reliability of the coder was
confirmed. Also, at the end, to validate the findings, the
results were provided to several interviewees in the
form of tables and reports, and the results were
approved by them after review.

Results
Based on the research results, finally 108 concepts were
identified, which are in two main dimensions of external
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and internal factors and 13 factors including political,
economic, social and cultural factors, technology and
technology, legal and governance and environmental,
management factors, Human resources, infrastructure,
education and research, international interactions,
marketing and tourist attractions were categorized.

Conclusion

In general, according to the results of research and
discussions, it can be concluded that the formation and
development of creative tourism based on Pahlevani and
zurkhaneh sports, which is an attractive field of tourism,
is affected. There are various external and internal
factors. The thirteen factors identified in this study each
play an important role in the development of this sector
of tourism and officials and decision makers in this area
can use the results of this study to benefit from tourism
development in general and creative tourism and sports
tourism in particular. Accordingly, it is suggested that
officials and those in charge of sports tourism to reduce
and neutralize the effect of sanctions, threats and
negative propaganda of foreign countries against Iran,
attract domestic and foreign investors and provide
incentives to investors. For the development of
infrastructure and facilities, increase the level of public
awareness and culture in the field of travel and creative
tourism based on Pahlevani and zurkhaneh sports,
development of new technology and information
infrastructure in creative sports tourism destinations,
Creating supportive and facilitating laws, compiling a
strategic document for the development of creative
sports tourism, training specialized personnel, creating
the necessary infrastructure and facilities, holding
courses and workshops for empowering human
resources related to the creative tourism-based tourism
sector Pahlevani and zurkhanehs, liaising with
international organizations in the field of creative
tourism education and media coverage of various
Pahlevani and zurkhaneh sports programs from
provincial, national and international networks
International to take the necessary measures.
Researchers are also suggested to study the role of other
heritage sports in the country on the development of
sports tourism in their future research and to have
comparative studies with this research and other similar
researches in this field.
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