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Introduction:lran-Japan Competition in Asian Nations Cup 2019. This match was

selected for analysis due to the large number of television viewers, being in a
particular time, the repeated failures in previous periods and the acceptable
performance in the matches of this era. But the match ended with a 3-0 defeat for
Iran. The question was what strategies broadcasters used to report this event? And
how did these strategies change after changing the outcome of the game?

Methods: This qualitative research was done with discourse analysis method.
Analyzes were performed by using Van Dijk’s theoretical model (2004) in the
framework of critical discourse analysis considering macro and micro levels

Results: Analysis according to macro level of Van Dijk square represented that
Emphasizing on the positive point about “self”. (representing Us positively) has the

highest frequency among other properties. The frequency of macro and micro
levels strategies also changes with the outcome of the game. Reporter also used
micro strategies of “lexicalization”, “victimization” and “dramatization” and
“consensus” in order to manage the minds of the audience .

Conclusion: The ambition of the national TV has been to keep motivation and to

overcome feeling failure and hopelessness and after an undesirable outcome, tries
to modify and justify the situation.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Various studies show the value of critical discourse
analysis in providing new and alternative insights in the
field of sports management (Sveinson, Hoeber &
Heffernan, 2021). Many studies of critical discourse
analysis in connection with the media have been carried
out in the field of sports (Amara & Henry, 2010.,
Bouvier & Machin, 2018., Hu & Henry, 2017., Wagner
& Mgller Pedersen, 2014). Meanwhile the background
of analyzing football games (from the perspective of
linguistic approaches) shows the importance of using
specific linguistic methods in the content of reports of
sports matches. Hence the source of information for our
beliefs and attitudes in sports, in other words, the sense
of who we are and who other people are, is based on the
ways in which sports are written or broadcast.

The purpose of this study was to critical discourse
analysis the broadcast of the Iran-Japan Competition in
Asian Nations Cup 2019. This match was selected for
analysis due to the large number of television viewers,
being in a particular time, the repeated failures in
previous periods and the acceptable performance in the
matches of this era. But the match ended with a 3-0
defeat for Iran. The question was what strategies
broadcasters used to report this event? And how did
these strategies change after changing the outcome of
the game?

Methods

Analyzes were performed by using Van Dijk’s
theoretical model (2004) in the framework of critical
discourse analysis considering macro and micro levels.
The general strategies of the discourse are expressed in
the form of an ideological square in four principles: De-
emphasizing on the negative points about “self”;
Emphasizing on the negative points about “others”; De-
emphasizing on the positive points about “others”;
Emphasizing on the positive point about “self”.

The data of this research includes all meaningful speech
fragments of the reporter in the live broadcast of the
game (157 speech fragments). After recording the game,
it was completely transcribed and analyzed. Van Dijk's
interpretation of the four sides of the ideological square
shows that after receiving a goal and changing the
outcome of the game, the frequency of macro-level
strategies changes. In order to increase the reliability
and correctness of the analyzes (diagnosis of macro and
micro strategies), the Holsti index was used to calculate
the reliability of the analysis between researchers.
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Results

Analysis according to macro level of Van Dijk square
represented that emphasizing on the positive point about
“self” has the highest frequency among other properties.
The frequency of macro and micro levels strategies also
changes with the outcome of the game. Reporter also
used micro strategies of  “lexicalization”,
“victimization” and “dramatization” and “consensus” in
order to manage the minds of the audience .

Conclusion

This event consists of two scenarios "win™ and "loss"
(with a specific start and end point for each scenario).
The way of change in macro and micro strategies in the
language of reporters in each of the game scenarios
shows how television representations are formed
(according to the status). This importance is significant
in such a competition that started with "certainty of
winning" and ended with "experience of failure".
Cultural and social conditions should be considered in
TV reporting analysis an event and its post-game
critique. The ambition of the national TV has been to
keep motivation and to overcome feeling failure and
hopelessness and after an undesirable outcome, tries to
modify and justify the situation.
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