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Introduction: The main goal of this research is to turn sponsors into partners in
the Premier Football League of Iran or the Persian Gulf; And its goal is to develop
a model based on which it is possible to end the short-term presence of sponsors in
Iranian football and turn them into partners in the Premier League of Iranian
football.

Methods: The present research used semi-structured interviews with sports experts,
university professors and marketing managers of sponsoring companies and Iran's
premier football league. The qualitative sampling method is purposeful and the
interview with 15 experts continued until theoretical saturation was reached.

Results: In total, using different dimensions of this coding, 12 main categories, 30
subcategories and 107 concepts were extracted from the interviews. But in this
regard, the main components resulting from the qualitative review included:
managerial, cultural-social dimensions, laws and regulations, development and
research, environmental, economic, structural, media, technology, marketing, the
principle of participation and partnership, which are among the stages. Coding was
achieved and each was placed in the relevant theme.

Conclusion: Considering the results and the paradigm model of the research, it can
be said that partnership is one of the necessary and less discussed factors in the topic
of Iranian sports and sponsors, and its existence can bring significant results for the
Premier Football League of Iran and sponsors. Also, according to the results, the
factors and conditions necessary to turn sponsors into partners in the premier league,
it comes back to the Iranian premier football league (football federation, league
organization and clubs), sponsors and the government, so They are one of the most
important organizations that must provide these factors. On the other hand, in order
for sponsors to be able to achieve partnership in the Premier League of Iranian
Football, the sponsors and the Premier League of Iran Football (clubs, the league
organization and the Iranian Football Federation) should consider the support stages
as a collaborative process and Consider mutual cooperation with trust and
commitment from the beginning.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

the main goal of this research is to turn sponsors into partners in the
Premier Football League of Iran or the Persian Gulf. partnership in
European football and the world's leading sports has become a new
form of financial support, and it continues and will continue this path
with more power than in the past. At the same time, the pioneer of this
movement is the Olympic and TOP movement. But the issue of the
presence of sponsors in the Premier Football League of Iran, and even
though 21 football seasons have passed in the Premier League of the
Persian Gulf, and many sponsors have stepped into the field of
supporting of Persian Gulf Football league in these two decades. And,
one after the other, after going through a short-term process, they left
this path. If there was a proper system governing in Iran's football, it
would establish and maintain long-term relationships with sponsors in
a correct and efficient manner and would be full of its benefits.
Therefore, according to the mentioned cases, in this research, the author
is looking for an answer to the question of how sponsors can end their
short-term presence in Iranian football and have a long-term presence,
or in other words, how can sponsors be turned into partner in the
Premier Football League of Iran? In response to this question, it should
be stated that if sports support is considered as a bilateral partnership
and both parties are committed in the long term and cooperate and
communicate with fair and reliable mutual understanding, they can
communicate and turn themselves into a win-win relationship (Buhler
and Neufer, 2012). Therefore, a type of business is required, in which a
formal agreement between two or more people, who agree to be co-
owners, share the responsibilities of running an organization and share
the income or losses that the business generates. It can be divided and
concluded, which is called partnership (Sultani and Tahmasabi, 2019).

At the same time, Pour Qadri et al (2019) in their research find technical
factors, economic factors, legal factors, and cultural-religious factors as
the reasons for disconnection between clubs and their sponsors. At the
same time, indicators and categories that were identified as barriers to
long-term communication in Naseh et al's research (2019) include:
legal, cultural, economic, media, political, behavioral, planning,
technical quality. The teams were marketing, legal, infrastructure,
management and the nature of support. In the topic of partnership,
Hamidizadeh et al (2013) in their research mentioned commitment,
cooperative attitude, mutual trust and satisfaction with cooperation as
essential and main factors for the success of strategic partnership and at
the same time they state that the founders and owners of alliances and
Partnerships should prioritize their planning by reducing non-functional
conflicts, building a common sense between partners and reducing
conflict.

Methods

In terms of the method of implementation, this research was qualitative
and in terms of the data collection method, it was a descriptive survey.
Data collection methods include interview, study and translation of
domestic and foreign documents and articles related to the research
topic. This research will use the qualitative data method of the
Foundation (Grand Theory) and Strauss-Corbin's approach. Foundation
data theory is considered one of the study strategies by which theorizing
is formed based on the main concepts obtained from the data in the
field. In Strauss and Corbin's method of theorizing, sub-categories are
linked to the main and central category under a series of relationships,
and the relationships between them and the main category are defined
under a model. The present research used semi-structured interviews

with sports experts and university professors and marketing managers
of sponsoring companies and Iran's premier football league. The
qualitative sampling method is purposeful and the interview with 15
experts continued until theoretical saturation was reached.

Results

In the selective coding stage, the components of the coding paradigm
were described; Pattern, drawing and theory were developed and
presented. Finally, 12 main components, 30 sub-components and 107
concepts were extracted from the interviews. Finally, the form of a
theoretical model presented based on the data theory of the foundation.

Conclusion

the main components resulting from the qualitative survey included
managerial, cultural-social dimensions, laws and regulations,
development and research, environmental, economic, structural, media,
technology, marketing, the principle of collaboration and partnership,
which Three stages of coding came out and each one was placed and
explained in different conditions. Considering the results and the
paradigm model of the research, it can be said that partnership is one of
the necessary and less discussed factors in the topic of Iranian sports
and spoonsors, and its existence can bring significant results for the
Premier Football League of Iran and sponsors. Also, according to the
results, the factors and conditions necessary to turn sponsors into
partners in the premier league, it comes back to the Iranian premier
football league (football federation, league organization and clubs),
sponsors and the government, so They are one of the most important
organizations that must provide these factors. On the other hand, in
order for sponsors to be able to achieve partnership in the Premier
League of Iranian Football, the sponsors and the Premier League of Iran
Football (clubs, the league organization and the lIranian Football
Federation) should consider the support stages as a collaborative
process and Consider mutual cooperation with trust and commitment
from the beginning. At the same time, sponsors, Iran's premier football
league (football federation, league organization and clubs) and the
government, should consider the factors identified in this research, in
order to achieve partnership.
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