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Introduction: The purpose of this study was to identify and analyze the challenges
of the startups in the field of sports businesses with a Thematic analysis method.

Methods: The research method was qualitative and based on the content analysis
approach. Experts and owners of startups and sports businesses were considered as
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Conclusion: Therefore, stakeholders and activists in the field of sports businesses
can, while recognizing the challenges and problems of forming sports startups,
provide the basis for the development of this emerging phenomenon in the field of
sports.
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Introduction

Startups as the units related to entrepreneurship are the
key factors of economic development in the modern
global economy which, in addition to creating
employment and economic growth at different global
levels, are also considered as valuable resources in the
field of knowledge and innovation. Startups are
companies that are launched to solve a problem, but the
solutions are not clearly defined and success is not
guaranteed. In fact, startups are companies that are
based on extreme uncertainty whose goal is to create
products and services that the developers want to
revolutionize the market with them. Also, sports
startup is of new types of business that is rapidly
developing in global markets. They are considered a
means to include digital innovations in new business
ideas, which these entrepreneurial ideas can quickly
turn into reality and lead to sustainable business
ventures. Recognizing the needs and challenges,
problems and issues that are in the path of growth and
development of startups can create key opportunities
for the development of sports startups and ultimately
the improvement of sports businesses in the society.
Therefore, the purpose of the current research is to
identify the challenges faced by startups in the
development of sports businesses using thematic
analysis approach.

Methods

In terms of the practical purpose and method of
conducting this qualitative research, the strategy used
was thematic analysis. Thematic analysis is one of the
appropriate  analytical techniques in qualitative
research that helps researchers in different fields to
convey their findings and interpretations to others and
to make these results understandable with different
orientations. Also, the possibility of converting
qualitative information into quantitative and also
converting scattered data into rich and detailed data is
one of the prominent features of this method. Experts
and owners of startups and sports businesses were
considered as the statistical population of this research.
The sampling method was purposive. The research tool
was an interview that was conducted with 13 people.
Interviews with experts and professors showed the
validity of the research tool (interview). In order to
measure  the reliability, intra-subject agreement
method was used. The data obtained from this study
were analyzed with QSR Nvivo software.

Results
According to the findings of the present research, from
the total codes obtained from the opinions of 13
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experts participating in the interview, 48 interpretive
codes and 6 subthemes (financial and credit, legal and
legal, business and marketing, organizational and
administrative, hard hardware and software and lack of
proper training) were obtained. The analysis of these 6
sub-themes also showed that there are similarities
between them, which led to their division into 3 main
themes: lack of financial support for businesses, the
existence of strict rules and regulations, and the lack of
specialized human resources. In relation to the
challenges of startups in the field of sports business,
they were presented in the form of a model.

Conclusion

According to the results of the research, it can be
concluded that for the development of startups, the
knowledge and awareness of the private sector
investors regarding the atmosphere of new sports
businesses, the allocation of suitable facilities and
funds to business entrepreneurs by the government
sector is very effective. On the other hand, the
stakeholders in the field of sports business can, while
recognizing the challenges and problems of the
formation of sports startups, provide the basis for the
development of this emerging phenomenon in the field
of sports.
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