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Introduction: Today, the valuation of sport events has become one of the most
popular fields of research in the world and the purpose of this study was economic
valuation of with Chookheh wrestling sport event.

Methods: This study was applied in terms of objectives and a descriptive survey in
terms of data collection which was conducted as a field study. The research
population in choice experiment section consisted of all residents of the city of
Esfarayen, directors, deputies and experts from the Sports and Youth General
Directorates of Northern Khorasan Province, The Cultural Heritage, Handicrafts
and Tourism General Directorates of Northern Khorasan Province, Sports and
Youth Offices in Northern Khorasan Province, Wrestling Committees of Northern
Khorasan Province, Rural Sports and Local Native Games Committees in Northern
Khorasan Province, totally 270 person were randomly selected as the sample.
Descriptive statistics was used to analyze the demographic characteristics and
conditional logit model was used to analyze the data and STATAus software was
used to analyze the data.

Results: The results of the choice experiment showed that the highest willingness
to pay for environmental problems (50726 Tomans), improving the image of the
tourist destination (49889 Tomans), strengthening moral and spiritual values
(48082 Tomans), social problems (34480 Tomans), Political-institutional linkage
(10902 Tomans), growth and development of tourism (9804 Tomans) and
economic growth and development and infrastructure (6259 Tomans).

Conclusion: The findings showed that many attributes play different roles in
determining the economic valuation of a with Chookheh wrestling sport event that
the officials and organizers of this event need to pay special attention to these
items.
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Introduction

Today, the valuation of sport events has become one of the
most popular fields of research in the world. On the other
hand, due to the lack of research in the field of sports events
valuation, especially local and indigenous sport events, and
that with Chookheh wrestling sport event is considered as an
intangible cultural heritage and asset for the region, the
necessity of valuation of it has been revealed and it should be
valued by new and scientific methods. For this reason, the
purpose of this study was economic valuation of with
Chookheh wrestling sport event. It should be explained that
with Chookheh wrestling is one of the most famous
indigenous sports in Iran. This wrestling takes its name from
the traditional dress and has a deep root in the life, temper
and religious and national beliefs of the people in Khorasan
province. The origin of this sport is North Khorasan. With
Chookheh wrestling has an ancient history in great Khorasan,
and this sport has been common in many local ceremonies,
especially weddings. The word Chookheh is originally from
Kurmanji Kurdish and it means a short cloak that wrestlers
fasten with a white shawl. Since this sport has been popular
among the Kurdish people of North Khorasan since ancient
times, it has become known by this name (with-Chookheh
wrestling).

Methods

This study was applied in terms of objectives and a
descriptive survey in terms of data collection which was
conducted as a field study. Obviously, the selection of the
study population depends on the purpose of the study.
According to this research, a sampling strategy was chosen.
The research population in choice experiment section
consisted of all residents of Esfarayen, directors, deputies and
experts from the Sports and Youth General Directorates of
Northern Khorasan Province, The Cultural Heritage,
Handicrafts and Tourism General Directorates of Northern
Khorasan Province, Sports and Youth Offices in Northern
Khorasan Province, Wrestling Committees of Northern
Khorasan Province, Rural Sports and Local Native Games
Committees in Northern Khorasan Province, totally 270
person were randomly selected as the sample. A choice
experiment questionnaire was used to collect information.
The design of choice experiment is very important because it
affects the amount of information that can be extracted. This
design includes four steps: 1) identifying the attributes and
level of attributes 2) test design, 3) test framework and
questionnaire preparation and 4) selection of sample and
sampling methods. These four steps should be viewed as a
feedback process. Considering that the questionnaire acts as a
data collection tool for the final analysis, the quality of the
final results is largely determined by the quality of the
questionnaire. Therefore, in design of the questionnaire, it is
necessary to use short, precise, fluent, neutral and direct
words and express the importance and necessity of the survey
for the respondent in order to positively affect the response
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rate. Descriptive statistics was used to analyze the
demographic characteristics and conditional logit model was
used to analyze the data and STATAs software was used to
analyze the data.

Results

The results of the choice experiment showed that the highest
willingness to pay for environmental problems (50726
Tomans), improving the image of the tourist destination
(49889 Tomans), strengthening moral and spiritual values
(48082 Tomans), social problems (34480 Tomans), Political-
institutional  linkage (10902 Tomans), growth and
development of tourism (9804 Tomans) and economic
growth and development and infrastructure (6259 Tomans)
and the highest willingness to accept for protection of
originality (55842 Tomans), sense of pride and belonging
(46660 Tomans), self-fulfillment and perfection of
generations (45589 Tomans), pleasure-seeking, leisure and
happiness (26534 Tomans), interest in sports and
consolidation of family ties (14996 Tomans), job creation
(6375 Tomans) and development of social capital (2002
Tomans). The results showed the high value of the with
Chookheh wrestling for the city, the province and finally the
country.

Conclusion

The findings showed that many attributes play different roles
in determining the economic valuation of with Chookheh
wrestling sport event that the officials and organizers of this
event need to pay special attention to these items. By
valuation of this event, it is possible to convert mental,
intangible and qualitative criteria into numerical and
quantitative values and thereby make a criterion to help
managers, officials and event organizers to plan and make
decisions about this sport event. Also, this provides a
criterion for comparing events with each other and will help
tourists and visitors to choose an appropriate tourist
destination.
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