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Introduction: The current research aims to.designing a model for the promotion of
sports management in Iranian universities.

Methods: The research direction is developmental and inductive-exploratory in
terms of .goal, which was carried out’as a qualitative research method with the
grounded theory approach. First, a primary list of obstacles and limitations of the
major was identified through preliminary studies. Then, purposefully, with
theoretical and snowball sampling methods, in a semi-structured form, 18 elites who
were aware of the research topic were interviewed until theoretical saturation. Using
Glaser's approach, the data were analyzed simultaneously, including open, selective,
and theoretical coding. Lincoln and Gaba's (1985) evaluation criteria were
considered to validate the research results, including credibility, dependability,

confirmability, and transferability.

Results: The model obtained from the data has three main categories, and the central
phenomenon showed the major authority in sports. obstacles and limitations of the
major have been categorized into three sub-categories, including the shortcoming of
high-level institutions, the weakness of legal requirements, and the failures in sports
management. Finally, the solutions for sports management development included
three sub-categories: development of human resources competencies, curriculum

and research programs, and revolutionary legal requirements.

Conclusion: physical education faculties with sports management majors can
make more detailed plans to improve the position and authority of the field in the

country's sport according to the identified categories.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Knowledge is one of society's main axes and indicators of progress and
excellence. Therefore, one of the fields that can significantly help sports
organizations is sports management. Thus, the growth and development
of sports management positions in world sports management require the
leadership of organizations that develop sports management as a field
of study, such as sports management associations of continents and
universities. The area's obstacles and limitations are identified using
professors' great scientific capacities, and a positive approach is created

in sports management and the field of sports management.

Methods

The current research orientation is developmental, and its objective is
inductive-exploratory, which was carried out as a qualitative research
method with the grounded theory approach. First, a preliminary list of
obstacles and limitations of the field was identified through preliminary
studies. Then, with theoretical and snowball sampling techniques, semi-
structured interviews were conducted with 18 elites knowledgeable
about the research subject until reaching theoretical saturation. The data
were simultaneously analyzed using Glazer's approach, which includes
a set of open, selective, and theoretical. The effects of the main category
were revealed after the sixth interview since the researchers named the
main category "major authority in sport." The evaluation criteria of
Lincoln and Gaba (1985) were considered to validate the research
results. In addition, three specialists familiar with the grounded theory
supervised the various stages of coding, conceptualization, extracting
categories, and formulation of the theory

Results

The model emerging from the data included three main components.
The central phenomenon of the model showed the major authority in
sports, which was calculated from the three concepts of capacity
building and teamwork in the field, promotion of the field's status in
sports, and problem-solving and skill-orientedness of the area. There
are 40 codes representing the obstacles and limitations of the field of
sports management, which are grouped into three subcategories: the
shortness of the upper-hand institutions, the weakness of legal
requirements, and‘ the shortcomings in. sports -management as a
scholarly field. Finally, the strategies for the promotion of the sports
management field with 32 codes and three subcategories, the
development of human resources competencies, developing curriculum
and research programs, and the legal requirements of the transformation
in the field with a proposed conceptual model in Iranian universities
were compiled.

Conclusion

The major authority in sports and its related concepts is the most
fundamental and central factor that was the main concern of the
interviewees in connection with the promotion of sports management
in Iranian universities. The most significant obstacles and limitations of
sports management in lranian universities are the weakness of

education and research with the actual field of the labor market, the
liability of practical teaching resources, the weakness of legal
requirements, and the lack of official monitoring and evaluation.
Finally, the essential effective solutions for promoting sports
management in Iranian universities are skill-oriented, problem-solving
education and research, the implementation and increase of internship
units in the true sense of the management work environment, and the

correct management of interventions were expected.
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