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ABSTRACT

Introduction: The purpose of this study was to investigate the experiences of sports
science graduates working in sports clubs from the view-point of individual
experience, environment, and learning in educational background.
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showed that the attitudes of graduates to business management was having
individual skills and attempts to acquire knowledge and innovation commensurate
with the up-to-date changes in sport.
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Introduction

Entrepreneurship and running sports businesses offer
dynamic experiences and opportunities for sports
science graduates. Among the factors influencing the
entrepreneurial success of university graduates is their
education and training within colleges and universities.
Interestingly, research shows that the number of sports
science graduates who venture into sports businesses is
relatively small compared to graduates from other
disciplines. This raises questions about why the majority
of sports science graduates have not pursued careers in
sports business.

Methods

This research aimed to glean insights from sports
science graduates who have successfully established
sports clubs. Consequently, we adopted a qualitative
research approach. Participants in the study were sports
science graduates from state universities in the country
who had launched sports clubs and had less than five
years of relevant work experience. The sampling
method employed was snowball sampling. Interviews
were digitally recorded with the participants' knowledge
and consent, transcribed onto paper, and then entered
into NVivo software for analysis. The interviews, which
took place over two months, had a duration of 30-45
minutes each, and in-depth interview techniques were
utilized.

Results

The analysis revealed a total of 153 codes grouped into
48 sub-themes. These significant phrases were further
categorized into eight main themes. The key categories
emerging from the data analysis include: the importance
of patienc, efforts to acquire knowledge and individual
skills, the need for self-confidence, challenges in
obtaining permits due to the difficult work environment,
gaps in the sports science curriculum, quality of
interaction between sports science professors and
students, awareness of the innovation process,
management processes within faculties or sports science
departments.

Conclusion

Participants expressed concerns about inadequate
planning and insufficient emphasis on education for
experiential learning. Empowering students to handle
stress, psychological pressures, and fostering self-
confidence requires thoughtful planning and effective
educational management. The curricula should convey
that failure is not the end of the road, sparking a debate
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about whether the current education system conveys this
message effectively. Therefore, equipping colleges and
universities with the necessary resources and personnel,
while also improving the business environment, can
significantly boost the entrepreneurial aspirations of
sports science students. It is vital for sports science
faculties or departments to adopt a programmatic
approach to entrepreneurship, establish strong
connections with the business environment and sports
institutions, and engage more actively with society.
Isolated university activities are insufficient in
promoting students' learning and integration with real-
world work challenges.
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