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Introduction: The purpose of this study was to design a model for managing barriers
of sponsorship for Iranian women's championship sports, using grounded theory
based on the Strauss-Corbin’s approach.

Methods: The research participants consisted of experts in the field of women's
sports, including professors of sports management, researchers in the field of
women's studies, managers and officials of sports organizations, coaches, athletes,
managers of private companies selected according to the triangulation technique. The
participants were selected first by purposive sampling method and then by theoretical
sampling method. The interview with the experts started with 10 people and
continued until the theoretical saturation was reached, and finally 21 people
participated in the interview. Open, axial and selective coding were used to analyze
the data.

Results: In the selective coding stage, the components of the coding paradigm were
described; Pattern, drawing and theory were developed and presented. Finally, 8
main components and 21 sub-components were extracted and presented in the form
of a theoretical model based on the data theory of the foundation.

Conclusion: According to the results, the management of sponsorship barriers for
women's championship sports has different dimensions, and simultaneous attention
to all dimensions and removal of barriers will attract sponsors and comprehensive
development and more women's championship sports in the country.
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Introduction

The purpose of this study was to design a model for managing
barriers of sponsorship for Iranian women's championship
sports, using grounded theory based on the Strauss-Corbin’s
approach. Today, the role of women in social activities has
become more prominent than in the past, but unfortunately
their presence in sports activities, especially championship
sports, is accompanied by limitations, championship sports are
an arena for women's self-confidence and prosperity and are
breaking the symbols of misogyny in society. The presence of
women as an important part of our society in the field of
championship sports is an undeniable necessity (Qassimi and
Keshkar, 2011). In recent years there has been a slow changes
in women's sports around the world, with women becoming
more recognized as athletes and praised for their performance
on the field (Morgan, 2019). The relationship between women
and the global economy of sports is changing. Nielsen Sports
has shown that there are three growth factors in women's
sports. First, because women's sport is generally unexploited
commercially, there is significant opportunity for growth.
Second, brands demand sports organizations in women's
sports and provide access to female fans. Thirdly, there is a
growing demand for sport that is socially conscious and
promotes equality. Given the professional growth and
commercial potential of women's sport, a greater
understanding of financial support in this area seems timely.
But in fact, why are not sponsors attracted to women's sports
in our country, and despite drawing the attention of financial
sponsors to women's sports in the world in our country,
unfortunately is this still neglected?

Therefore, this research seeks to answer the questions of what
are the obstacles to the financial support of Iranian women's
championship sports and what model can be provided to
improve it?

This research is a type of qualitative research, the data of
which was conducted using nominal group interviews.
Interviewing using a nominal group refers to conducting
individual interviews with individuals selected in a purposeful
selection based on the possibility of freely presenting opinions
and conducting in-depth interviews (Almenstein and Reuter,
1995) and to analyze its data using the content analysis method
based on the analysis method. Grounded theory coding was
used with the Strauss-Corbin approach. Based on this, an effort
was made to collect data from various people who were
somehow related to the research topic or had specialized fields,
experience, or related research. In this way, the statistical
population of the research is experts in the field of women's
sports, including professors of sports management with works
related to women's studies, researchers in the field of women's
studies, managers and officials of sports organizations (student
sports, federations and education), Coaches, athletes,
sociologists, and psychologists were formed and people
participated in the interview using the method of targeted and
theoretical sampling until the theoretical saturation limit was
reached.
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Methods

The research participants consisted of experts in the
field of women's sports, including professors of sports
management, researchers in the field of women's
studies, managers and officials of sports organizations,
coaches, athletes, managers of private companies
selected according to the triangulation technique. The
participants were selected first by purposive sampling
method and then by theoretical sampling method. The
interview with the experts started with 10 people and
continued until the theoretical saturation was reached,
and finally 21 people participated in the interview.
Open, axial and selective coding were used to analyze
the data.

Results

In the selective coding stage, the components of the
coding paradigm were described; Pattern, drawing and
theory were developed and presented. Finally, 8 main
components and 21 sub-components were extracted and
presented in the form of a theoretical model based on the
data theory of the foundation.

Conclusion

The discussion of women's championship sports is more
and more attention nowadays and the policies of the
International Olympic Committee are completely in line
with increasing the presence of women in world sports
events, so this shows the necessity of planning for the
development of women's championship sports more and
more. In the axial coding stage, the link between the
categories under the headings of causal conditions of
socio-cultural challenges, managerial-legal challenges,
infrastructure conditions of media challenges and
economic challenges, and intervening conditions of
structural constraints was obtained following corrective
interactions in Structural-executive and culture-building
can help overcome these barriers. In the selective coding
stage, the components of the coding paradigm were
described; Pattern, drawing and theory were developed
and presented. Finally, 8 main components and 21 sub-
components were extracted and presented in the form of
a theoretical model based on the data theory of the
foundation. According to the results, the management of
sponsorship barriers for women's championship sports
has different dimensions, and simultaneous attention to
all dimensions and removal of barriers will attract
sponsors and comprehensive development and more
women's championship sports in the country. The
optimal model presented in this research can be used as
an analytical tool for the practice of Iranian women's
championship sports, so that it can logically and
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principled help to solve countless problems in the field
of Iranian sports.
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