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Introduction: The purpose of this research was to design a sustainable
employment model for sports science graduates in Iran.

Methods: The research method was conducted using data-based theory and
qualitative approach. The population of the experts was knowledgeable about the
research topic. The sampling method was purposeful and theoretical. The data
collection method was conducted as full study of previous researches and a deep
and open interview. After 16 interviews, the data reached a theoretical saturation.
The method used for reliability was the inter-issue agreement. The average

agreement on the issue was reported to be 0.82.

Results: The data results from the influence of several factors including causal
factors (employment skills, curriculum, needs assessment, development of sports
industry and motivational and supportive factors), contextual factors (policy and
program planning, economic and financial factors, university relationship with
society and industry, professional competence in sports), intervening factors
(technological, cultural and social, political factors, reconstruction of sports
science, communications and networking) strategies (job search and counseling,
internship redesign, privatization and entrepreneurship in the sports industry,
removal of legal barriers, responsibility of higher education, attention to new
contexts, establishment of a specialized sports organization) and Consequences
(individual, economic, cultural-social and sustainable human development).

Conclusion: The obtained model can be used as a basis for employment
policymakers among Iran's sports.

Cite this article: Khaledifard, A., Shetabboushehri, S.N., Heydarinejad, S. & Khatibi, Amin. (2023). Sustainable Employment
Model for Sports Science Graduates, Sport Management Journal, 15(1),177-192.
DOl:https://doi.org/10.22059/jsm.2021.323161.2716.

m Journal of Sport Management by University of Tehran Press is licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0 |

web site: https://jsm.ut.ac.ir/ | Email: jsm@ut.ac.ir.

© The Author(s).

Publisher: University of Tehran Press.



https://orcid.org/my-orcid?orcid=0000-0003-2241-9219
https://orcid.org/my-orcid?orcid=0000-0002-3033-9473
https://orcid.org/my-orcid?orcid=0000-0002-8631-2851
https://orcid.org/my-orcid?orcid=0000-0003-4921-5638
mailto:khatibi83@yahoo.com
doi:%20https://doi.org/10.22059/jsm.2021.323161.2716
doi:%20https://doi.org/10.22059/jsm.2021.323161.2716
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/?ref=chooser-v1
https://orcid.org/my-orcid?orcid=0000-0003-2241-9219�
https://orcid.org/my-orcid?orcid=0000-0002-3033-9473�
https://orcid.org/my-orcid?orcid=0000-0002-8631-2851�
https://orcid.org/my-orcid?orcid=0000-0003-4921-5638�
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/?ref=chooser-v1�

University of Tehran

Faculty of
7 Sport Sciences and Health
Extended Abstract

Introduction

In recent years, the issue of employment and job
capabilities of graduates has been classified as a
security threat and in conflict with national
development. But what has been paid less attention in
relation to Iran's labor market is sustainable
employment. Sustainable employment is defined as the
stability and continuity of job opportunities and
supporting people in order to stay and progress in a
job. One of the university fields that has a lot of
potential in creating employment, but there is a
problem of unemployment in it, is the field of sports
science. Therefore, the main research question is, what
is the model based on the sustainable employment data
of Iran's sports science graduates?

Methods

The research method was conducted using a data-based
theory and qualitative approach. The population of
experts knowledgeable about the research topic. The
sampling method was purposeful and theoretical. The
data collection method was conducted as a full study of
previous researches and a deep and open interview.
After 16 interviews, the data reached a theoretical
saturation. The method used for reliability was the
method of inter-issue agreement. The average
agreement on the issue was reported to be 0. 82.

Results
Finally, 186 main concepts, 25 sub-categories and 5

main categories were identified. The results of the data
indicate the effect of several factors on the sustainable
employment of Iranian sports science graduates, which
can be attributed to causal factors (employment skills,
curriculum, needs assessment, development of sports
industry and motivational and supportive factors),
contextual factors (policy and program planning,
economic and financial factors, university relationship
with society and industry, professional competence in
sports), intervening factors (technological, cultural and
social, political factors, reconstruction of sports
science, communications and networking) strategies
(job search and counseling, internship redesign,
privatization and entrepreneurship in the sports
industry, removal of legal barriers, responsibility of
higher education, attention to new contexts,
establishment of a specialized sports organization) and
consequences (individual, economic, cultural-social &
sustainable human development).
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Conclusion
The low employment rate of sports science graduates
in Iran has made the issue of employment become a
central one and various programs have been
implemented to improve it. Therefore, it is necessary
to revise the system of education, guidance and
employment of sports science graduates and analyze
the employment environment in the country's sports.
It is suggested that due to the increase in the number of
sports science students and graduates, more attention
should be paid to the quality of employment skills and
employability of sports science students and their
relationship with the labor demand in the workplace. In
addition, the coordination between higher education
policies and the fields of employment, science,
technology and economy is of great importance.
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