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Article Info ABSTRACT

Introduction: The current research was conducted with the aim of identifying and
prioritizing the functions of Instagram from the point of view of professional female
Research Article athletes.

Methods: The method of the present research is mixed and of the type of sequential
exploratory design. The qualitative phase was conducted using thematic analysis
method and the quantitative phase was conducted using the hierarchical analysis
approach. The sampling method was purposeful. In the qualitative part, a semi-
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structured and in-depth interview was conducted with 13 participants until
theoretical saturation. In the quantitative part, a researcher-made questionnaire was
distributed among 10 participants in order to prioritize the themes of the qualitative
part. In order to analyze the data, NVivo software was used in the qualitative part
and Expert Choice software was used in the quantitative part.

Results: The findings showed that the functions of Instagram for female athletes
include 49 primary concepts in 9 sub-themes in order of priority; social function
(with a weight of 0.13), information (with a weight of 0.12), entertainment (with a
weight of 0.11), economic function (with a weight of 0.11), interaction (with a
weight of 0.11), education and Information acquisition (with a weight of 0.10),
psychological function (with a weight of 0.10), promotion of the field (with a weight
of 0.10) and self-expression (with a weight of 0.09) are categorized.

Conclusion: According to the obtained results, it can be stated that sports
organizations, managers and agencies and sports marketing consultants and the
athletes themselves should consider the production of professional content for the
virtual pages of female athletes in order to implement identification functions,
Provided and facilitate the field of benefit and achieve positive marketing outcomes.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Despite all the efforts that have been made regarding the
relationship between social networks and different fields,
including sports abroad, there are still many virgin fields,
especially inside the country, that should and can be addressed.
For example, the role of the Instagram social network in creating
opportunities for female Iranian athletes has not yet received the
attention of researchers and the academic community of sports
management and marketing. The importance of the presence of
female athletes in visual social networks is due to the fact that
before the emergence of social networks, traditional media were
the main source of their portrayal in society. Therefore, the
current research was conducted with the aim of identifying and
prioritizing the functions of Instagram from the perspective of
professional female athletes.

Methods

The present research method is mixed and of the sequential
exploratory design type. The qualitative phase was conducted
using thematic analysis method and the quantitative phase was

Conclusion

The results of this research in both theoretical and practical
parts have provided important applications for sports
management researchers and sports officials in the country. So
that in the theoretical part, part of the gap in the use of social
networks in women's sports in domestic research has been
resolved by the current research. The obtained results have
greatly contributed to the scientific body of this field and have
brought a new, interesting and practical field of study in the
country's sports industry to interested researchers. Also, in the
practical part, the results of this research can be used for sports
organizations, sports policy makers, officials and those
involved in women's sports in the country. Because it provides
a coherent view and a complete understanding of the functions
of Instagram from the point of view of professional female
athletes.

conducted using the hierarchical analysis approach. The
sampling method was purposeful. In the qualitative part, a semi-
structured and in-depth interview was conducted with 13
participants until theoretical saturation. In the quantitative part,
a researcher-made questionnaire was distributed among 10
participants in order to prioritize the themes of the qualitative
part. In order to analyze the data, NVivo software was used in
the qualitative part and Expert Choice software was used in the
quantitative part.

Results

The findings showed that the functions of Instagram for female
athletes include 49 primary concepts in 9 sub-themes in order of
priority; social function (with a weight of 0.13), information
(with a weight of 0.12), entertainment (with a weight of 0.11),
economic function (with a weight of 0.11), interaction (with a
weight of 0.11), education and Information acquisition (with a
weight of 0.10), psychological function (with a weight of 0.10),
promotion of the field (with a weight of 0.10) and self-
expression (with a weight of 0.09) are categorized.
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