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Introduction: The aim of the current research was to analyze the hegemony of
Western media on the intellectual system of athletes of the Islamic Republic of Iran
in the field of media.

Methods: The research method is qualitative and using general inductive approach.
The statistical population of the research is made up of university faculty members,
experts and specialists in the field of media, who were interviewed until the
saturation of information about the research topic. In order to verify and
transferability, the results and findings of the research were given to four professors
in the field of sports science and its internal and external validity was confirmed. In
line with the compatibility and proof of research quality, the method of data
analysis was given to two referees in the specialized field of sports media and
confirmed.

Results: The findings showed that the western media, in order to implement their
hegemonic principles in Iran by using Iranian athletes, follow a six-stage process
strategy including: problematization, documentation, legitimization, attitude
formation, disappointment and disgust formation.

Conclusion: Based on the results of the research, the western media first create
problems and challenges for the Islamic system and then document the created
problems with the help of athletes. In the following, they seek to legitimize the
accusations against Iran and try to create a negative attitude against the Iranian
government in the society. These media, by disappointing people about the future
of the Islamic Revolution and using the media platform of Iranian athletes, try to
make people disgusted with the Iranian government.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Western imperialist powers, from the 16th to the 18th century, used
the natural law of hard war to establish their sovereignty and
influence over the target countries; that this type of war was
considered as the main conflict between countries in the colonial era
(Agharezaei et al., 2017: 161); In the following and with the change
of the world context in the 19th and early 20th century AD, the
doctrine of new colonialism emerged in a new form, which was
referred to as soft war. A war in which, instead of a military
occupation of another land and its ruling government, one can
conquer the thoughts and ideas of the people of other countries and
develop the thinking and ideology of their own government (Sultan,
2020: 12). For this reason, in addition to the hard tools and military
alignment, the battles were also accompanied by media and cultural
battles, and the hegemonic regimes tried to achieve their desired
hegemonic principle and colonial goals with the media (Najati
Monfard et al., 2015: 108). Based on this, the broad and collateral
power of the media was considered a strategic tool and weapon by
the Western governments (Jaafari, 1401: 363) and the media war was
considered as one of the most prominent aspects of the soft war
attack against a country by them.

Sports and media have a strong relationship with each other and there
is a mutual influence between them (Kovach and Tamas: 2020:
1137). Athletes are present in this platform as audiences and media
activists in different ways (Jurin, 2017: 346-345) and share their
public and private views and opinions in it (Weber et al., 2022: 103).
Also, taking into account that athletes are known as a role model for
society and their actions and lifestyle can stimulate people's feelings,
goals and opinions and influence society's attitudes and thoughts
(Pourabdi et al., 1399: 178). The western media seeks to implement
its hegemonic principle on this current and reactionary class.
Therefore, the current research seeks to answer the question, what are
the principles of Western media hegemony with an emphasis on the
intellectual system of athletes in the media space?

Methods

In this research, in order to analyze and understand the media
hegemony of the West with an emphasis on the intellectual system of
athletes in the media space, a qualitative method with a general
inductive approach (GIA) was used. In determining the statistical
sample for interviews, university professors and media and sports
experts were used in a targeted manner. In total, 16 university faculty
members, experts and specialists in this field were interviewed and
each interview continued until the saturation of information
regarding the research topic. Also, in order to prove the findings and
transferability, the results and findings of the research were given to
four professors in the field of sports science and its internal and
external validity was confirmed. In line with the compatibility and
verification or proof of the research quality, the data analysis method
was given to two referees in the specialized field of sports media and
confirmed.
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Results

Based on understanding and interpretation of hidden concepts and
understanding and inferring meaning from the data (interviews) of
this research, 54 primary codes were extracted. Then, by expanding
the codes, 18 concepts include: changing the behavior of the society,
accusing the Islamic Republic of Iran, negating the ideology of Islam
and casting doubt on it, justifying the accusations against the Islamic
Republic of Iran, stabilizing the Western school of discourse by
validating the athletes, confirming the materialistic thinking in
Gathering with the help of athletes, condemning the Islamic Republic
of Iran in international forums, validating the materialistic lifestyle,
promoting an anti-religious identity in the international system,
destroying and inducing the inefficiency of the Islamic Republic of
Iran, creating a new ideological context in the society, creating an
image against the religious elements of the republic's government.
the Islamic Republic of Iran, disappointing the public opinion,
depriving the society of the future of the government of the Islamic
Republic of Iran, inducing the inability of religion to run the society,
trying to create social hatred towards the Islamic Republic of Iran
system, reducing the solidarity of the nation and the Islamic Republic
of Iran system, and creating differences between the people. And the
system of the Islamic Republic of Iran was formulated. And finally, 6
components of problematization, documentation, legitimization,
attitude formation, disappointment and disgust formation were
calculated after highlighting these concepts.

Conclusion

The analysis of the findings shows that the Western media have put a
process strategy in order to implement their hegemonic principles
against the Islamic Republic of Iran and are trying to use the media
capacity of the athletes of the Islamic Republic of Iran in
implementing this strategy. In the first step, western media try to use
the media capacity of athletes; create problems and challenges for the
Islamic system and in the second step, publish and republish the
created problems with the help of athletes and document them in this
way. In the third step, they seek to legitimize the accusations against
the Islamic Republic of Iran and try to condemn the Islamic Republic
of Iran in international forums. The fourth step of Western media;
Creating a negative attitude against the government of the Islamic
Republic of Iran; Western media leaders try to use the media capacity
of athletes to create a negative attitude against the Islamic system in
the society. In the fifth step, it made the people despair about the
future of the Islamic Revolution, and in the sixth step, which
is the last step of this process policy; They are trying to make
people hate the government of the Islamic Republic of Iran by
using the media platform of Iranian athletes and incite them to
mass protests. The result of the analysis of the present
research shows that the agents of the western media seek to
implement three hidden principles such as creating
materialistic thinking. In the society, it is the induction of the
violation of human values by the government and the creation
of a new school or ideology in the society, each of which is one of
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the factors of the revolution in the countries and they try to
implement these principles through athletes.
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