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Introduction

Nowadays, despite the advancement of modern societies and
the emergence of new technologies, as well as the expansion
of healthcare facilities, the statistics of disability worldwide
remain high for various reasons such as the prevalence of
physical and mental illnesses, on one hand, and the occurrence
of regional and international conflicts and wars, on the other
hand. Iraq is one of the countries with the highest number of
disabled individuals. One of the factors that significantly
affects the improvement of physical abilities and mental health
issues of disabled individuals is their participation in sports
activities. In this regard, the importance and impact of their
participation in competitive and professional sports activities
are higher due to the challenging nature of sports, competition,
and the ups and downs in this field. Therefore, this research
was conducted with the aim of investigating and discovering
the factors influencing the development of sports champions
in Iraq.

Methods

The method of this research is survay. In this research, both
qualitative (to discover the factors influencing the
development of disabled sports champions in Iraq) and
quantitative (to determine the impact of each of the discovered
factors on the development of disabled sports in this country
in the champion aspect) methods were employed. Hence, 21
experts in the field of disabled sports champions in Iraq
participated in the interview process of this research.
Additionally, 268 experts familiar with the situation of
disabled sports champions in Irag responded to the
questionnaires provided in this research. Moreover, three
software including SPSS, Maxqda, and Amos were employed
for data analysis.

Results

After analyzing the interviews, involved a coding process in
three stages, it is resulted in finding 238 open codes, 99 axial
codes, and 29 selective codes. The results of the interviews
indicated that various factors have impacts on the development
of champion sports for disabilities in Irag. Indeed, six factors
including: attitude, education, individual, managerial,
occupational, and communication, have been effective on the
research subject. In details, in the field of background factors,
five factors such as: culture, society, infrastructure, legal, and
the country's sports status, have been influential on the
development of champion sports for disabled individuals in
Irag. In the field of intervening factors, eight factors including:
acceptance of people with disabilities, facilities, media,
advertising and incentives, standardization, religion, and
politics have been influential. Regarding the strategies and
approaches related to the development of champion sports for
disabled individuals in Irag, nine strategies have been
discovered such as: changing attitudes, culturalization,
societal change, management, infrastructure, law, planning,
media and advertising, and political strategies. Finally, with
the optimal implementation of the proposed strategies, it is
expected that champion sports for disabled in Iraq will succeed
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in three areas including: physical health, development of
various dimensions of disabled sports, and enhancing Irag's
international status.

Conclusion

Based on the concepts explored from this research, efforts to
change the community's attitude, especially managers and
policymakers in the field of disabled sports in Iraqg, to the
potential and abilities of disabled athletes in this country, along
with more media attention to champion sports for disabled
individuals, can be the beginning of a successful story of
developing champion sports for disabled individuals in this
country. A narrative that, without the appointment of qualified
individuals in various management fields, amending,
changing, and improving the laws enacted in this area,
adhering to proper and efficient educational methods,
establishing international communications with other
powerful countries in this field, and the support of political and
religious leaders in this country, and on the other hand, using
internal and external incentives to enhance the motivation of
disabled athletes, will not have a pleasant ending.
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