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Introduction: The purpose of this research was to investigate the effect of sports
diplomacy on winning international seats with the mediating role of political behavior.

Methods: The current research is a qualitative-quantitative mixed research with an
exploratory approach. For this purpose, the statistical population of the research was
divided into two parts. In the qualitative section, it includes managers and experts who
have scientific, executive or both expertise in the field of sports management. In the
quantitative section, it includes the middle staff managers of the Ministry of Sports and
Youth (150 people), heads of Olympic sports federations (33 people), heads of Olympic
sports boards (1023 people). The statistical sample in the qualitative section was selected
by purposive sampling. In the quantitative part, a sufficient number of Cochran's formula
was used to model structural equations in the PLS software environment, and 384 people
were considered as a statistical sample. In order to collect raw data in the qualitative part,
questionnaires made by the researcher of sports diplomacy, the acquisition of international
seats by Keshavarz et al. (2016) and the political behavior of Tana (2016) were used. In
the qualitative part, Glazer's method of data analysis was used to analyze the data. SPSS
version 26, Smart PLS version 2.0 software were used to examine and answer the research
questions and draw and compile the measurement model and structural model.

Results: In the qualitative part, indicators of cultural diplomacy were extracted, in the
quantitative part, the research model was confirmed, and so the results showed that sports
diplomacy has an effect on winning international seats with a mediating role of political
behavior.

Conclusion: Therefore, it is suggested to use sports representatives as diplomats or
ambassadors of countries, they are an example of the relationship between sports and the
international environment, which can play a constructive role in the international relations
of countries.
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Introduction

Obtaining international sports seats is very important in
today's world. The evidence shows that in the current world
society, the politicians in the field of diplomatic relations of
our country do not have the optimal and proper use of the
diplomatic power of athletes, referees, coaches and the
position of Iranian sports in general. The lacks in the field of
strategy, executive guarantee and diplomatic synergy of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Islamic Republic of Iran
have caused So that sports, like other dimensions of public
diplomacy, does not have the necessary efficiency as a
political-economic lever to achieve the high goals of the
system. Nowadays, according to the various problems of the
country, acquiring international sports seats can be one of the
options to solve these problems and play an important role in
increasing Iran's position at the international level. Since
sports events are a place for countries to show off. It is known
as a tool to influence diplomatic relations. Other functions of
sports diplomacy include resolving disputes between countries
and initiating and regulating new relations. The use of sports
representatives as diplomats or ambassadors of the country is
an example of the relationship between sports and the
international environment, which can play a constructive role
in the international relations of countries. The strategy of
sports diplomacy is important for decision makers and
politicians, for this reason, the researcher is looking for an
answer to the question, what effect does sports diplomacy have
on winning international seats with the mediating role of
political behavior?

Methods

The current research is a qualitative-quantitative mixed
research with an exploratory approach. For this purpose, the
statistical population of the research is divided into two parts.
In the qualitative section, it includes managers and experts
who have scientific, executive or both expertise in the field of
sports management. In the quantitative section, it includes the
middle staff managers of the Ministry of Sports and Youth
(150 people), heads of Olympic sports federations (33 people),
heads of Olympic sports boards (1023 people). The statistical
sample in the qualitative section of managers and experts was
selected by purposive sampling. In the quantitative part, a
sufficient number of Cochran's formula was used to model
structural equations in the PLS software environment, and 384
people were considered as a statistical sample. Questionnaires
made by the researcher of sports diplomacy, the acquisition of
international seats by Keshavarz et al. (2016) and Tana's
political behavior (2016) were used. In the qualitative part of
the collected information, the Strauss and Corbin method of
data analysis was used. In the quantitative part, dispersion
indices such as mean, standard deviation and frequency were
used.

Results

Based on the results of arranging the sub-categories together,
it was determined that the main component of sports
diplomacy is a combination of the sub-categories of winning
international seats in sports, having a road map for leaders of
diplomacy in the international arena, streamlining, the primary
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potential capacities for international relations officials are to
create a platform, develop a strategic plan, invest in the
promotion of soft power and international awareness. The
results showed that sports diplomacy has an effect on winning
international seats with the mediating role of political
behavior. Has it. Therefore, it is suggested that the use of
sports representatives as diplomats or ambassadors of
countries are an example of the relations between sports and
the international environment, which can play a constructive
role in the international relations of countries.

Conclusion

The aim of the current research was to investigate the effect of
sports diplomacy on winning international seats with the
mediating role of political behavior. The relationship between
sports and politics is a two-way relationship, each of which has
a positive effect, which as sports diplomacy is a suitable topic
for self-expression and cooperation between countries, and this
relationship is one of the lasting and comprehensive examples of
the influence and influence of society on sports. According to
the results the research can suggest that; Sports diplomacy
requires the maximization of global communication, so global
communication should be understood based on fundamental
symbols and signs in mutual communication action. So that
international seats can be obtained in this way. Also, policy-
making synergy requirements in the field of international sports
diplomacy initiatives are suggested to improve political behavior
in the field of international sports. Having a suitable program in
the country's political organization and the absence of rapid
changes in the prominent heads of the country's sports allows us
to have a coherent program in the field of gaining international
seats and the strategic decision makers of sports are encouraged
to have a special program for sports diplomacy in the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs and to use sports as a tool for Use diplomatic
development. Also, among the limitations of the research, we
can mention the following: In the qualitative part, it is possible
to have different interpretations of the phenomenon under
investigation, and naturally, the interpretation made of the
phenomenon under study in this research is only one of the
possible and acceptable interpretations about it, and the present
research is not an exception to this rule. Also, to conduct
interviews, access to research experts and presence at their
workplace was another limitation of the research. In the
quantitative part, the uncertainty of the accuracy of some
research samples in completing and returning the questionnaires,
the lack of control of emotional factors on the statistical samples
at the time of completing the questionnaires were among the
limitations of the research.
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I- Gaining international seats in sport

2 Having a roadmap for diplomacy
leaders internationally
3 Mainstreaming

4 Early Potential Capacities for
International Relations Officers
5> Bedding

¢ Develop a strategic plan

7 Investment in upgrading soft power
8 International awareness
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