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Introduction: Trade in sporting goods is an integral part of the country's economy,
but Iran’s share of this industry is very small. To enter the world trade of sporting
goods, one of the requirements is to identify the factors affecting foreign trade in
sporting goods of the country, which was the purpose of this research.

Methods: The present study was mixed in two parts, qualitative and quantitative. A
semi-structured interview was conducted with 19 experts in the field of research and
using qualitative content analysis method, 34 subcategories and 10 categories were
extracted. For consensus, Delphi method was performed in two rounds with 7
experts, then an expert questionnaire was designed and distributed. Finally,
prioritization of the factors affecting the share of sporting goods in foreign trade was
done using MATLAB software and FAHP method.

Results: The results of fuzzy AHP analysis showed that structural-managerial factors
(0.131), technical and scientific factors (0.121), marketing mix (0.113), government
supports (0.109), economic factors (0.106), production factors (0.101), sociocultural
factors (0.1), laws and regulations (0.099), market structure (0.093), and political
factors (0.025), respectively affect the share of sporting goods in foreign trade of the
country.

Conclusion: It appears that in order to increase the share of sporting goods in Iran's
foreign trade, attention must be given to structural-managerial factors. This includes
leveraging existing potentials to create necessary platforms that support domestic
producers, enhance product quality, establish a foothold in the domestic market, and
eventually access global markets.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

One of the most important direct economic benefits of
sports is the influence of this industry on the country's
foreign exchange, which increases the share of this
industry in world trade to 2.5%. The huge profits of
countries such as Hong Kong and India from the
production of sporting goods and equipment show that
businesses and sports are partners. The production and
trade of sporting goods is an integral part of the country's
economy, but Iran's share in this industry is very small,
and on the other hand, the country's products do not
compete with similar foreign products. In this way, the
right trade policies are seen to improve the quality and
quantity of domestic sports productions as well as their
presence in global markets. To enter the world trade of
sports goods, one of the requirements is to know the
factors affecting the foreign trade of sports goods of the
country, which was the purpose of this research.
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Methods

The current research was of mixed type and was
conducted in two parts, qualitative and quantitative.
First, a semi-structured and in-depth interview was
conducted with 19 experts in the field of research, and
using the qualitative content analysis method, 34
subcategories, and 10 categories were extracted and
classified. For consensus and unanimity; The Delphi
method was conducted in two rounds with 7 experts.
After the categories and subcategories were decided, an
expert questionnaire was designed and distributed and
16 questionnaires were collected. At the end, the
prioritization of factors affecting the share of sports
goods in foreign trade was done through the fuzzy
hierarchical method.

Results

The results of fuzzy AHP analysis showed that
structural-managerial factors, technical and scientific
factors, marketing mix, government supports, economic
factors, production factors, sociocultural factors, laws
and regulations, market structure, and political factors
respectively affect the share of sporting goods in foreign
trade of the country.

Table 1. The rank of the leading research criteria and their weight
using the AHP hierarchical technique.

Rank Criteria Weight
1 Managerial - Structural Factors 0.131
2 Technical and scientific factors 0.121
3 Marketing Mix 0.113
4 Government support 0.109
5 Economic 0.106
6 Production factors 0.101
7 Socio-Cultural 0.1
8 laws and regulations 0.099
9 Market Structure 0.093
10 Political factors 0.025

Conclusion
According to the results of the research .t can be said

that increasing the share of sporting goods in the foreign
trade of the country requires cooperation between
different institutions especially the Ministry of Sport

and Youth the Ministry of Industry and Mining the

Customs of the Islamic Republic of Iran and the Trade
Development Organization to provide the necessary
platforms for supporting domestic producers, improving
the quality of goods taking over the domestic market

and finally entering the global markets. It will be
possible. In order to advance and develop the export and
import of sporting goods and considering the wide scope
of the present study, it is suggested that investment in
the research and development sector, the adoption of

trade rules that exclusively support trade in goods and
sporting goods; facilitating foreign investment to attract
multinational companies capital in the field of sporting
goods; exemption of import of all machinery related to
the production and packaging of sporting goods from
paying customs duties and salaries; Allocate
government currency for importing raw materials
needed by domestic producers as well as specialized
high-tech sporting goods; removing sporting goods from
the list of luxury and less important goods to reduce its
tariff rate and prevent smuggling; establishment of a
database and research centers that provide
manufacturers and exporters with the latest changes and
developments in global markets; reducing the number of
decision centers and eliminating waste formalities in
relation to exports. Importing sporting goods;
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establishing a sporting goods association in Iran to

become a member of the World Federation of Sporting
Goods.
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