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Introduction: This research has been conducted with the aim of qualitative and
quantitative analysis of the influencing factors on the scientific development of
national sports in Irag.

Methods: This research is a mixed-methods, exploratory study, in which the factors
affecting the scientific development of national sports in the country are examined
through semi-structured interviews within a conceptual model. Furthermore, the
impact of each group of factors on the scientific development of sports in the country
is investigated using structural equation modeling.

Results: The results indicated that despite the improper management and the
destruction of Iraqg's sports infrastructure during its involvement in multiple wars,
the possibility of scientific development of sports in this country will exist provided
that proper cultural assimilation and increased attention to meritocracy and the
utilization of sports science experts in lIraq's sports structure take place. Moreover,
the development of sports infrastructure in this country should be based on
international standards, and there should be a change in the sports administration
system as well as increased focus on privatization in the sports industry.
Additionally, greater mobilization of financial and human resources and the
approval and amendment of necessary laws, alongside a change in the mindset of
senior sports officials in terms of the substantial influence of utilizing sports science
and the involvement of specialists in achieving national and international sports
successes, must be implemented.

Conclusion: Hence, it is suggested to the senior managers of lIragi sports to try
according to the concepts discovered in this research in line with the scientific
development of the championship sports of this country.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Nowadays, the importance of sports achievements at international
levels has been more obvious than ever for all countries in terms of
political, economic, social, and cultural benefits. Different countries
do not hesitate to engage in activities to succeed in international sports
competitions. However, despite the significance of this issue, Iraqgi
sports have not been successful at the national and international levels
in most sports disciplines and on most occasions. This lack of success
can be attributed to the use of outdated and sometimes unscientific
methods in the country's sports, the lack of utilization of cutting-edge
sports sciences and technologies, and the absence of academic sports
science experts in the country's sports structure. Therefore, this
research aims to examine the factors influencing the scientific
development of championship sports in Irag.

Methods

This research is a mixed-methods (exploratory study). The research
was conducted in both qualitative (to discover the factors influencing
the scientific development of national sports in Iraq) and quantitative
methods (to determine the impact of each discovered factor on the
scientific development of the country's national sports). Semi-
structured in-depth interviews were conducted with 15 sports
management academic members from Iragi universities and managers
from the research and development department of the Iragi National
Olympic Committee. Additionally, the researcher-developed
questionnaire was completed by 280 academic members from Iraqi
universities, as well as managers and experienced experts from the
National Olympic Committee.

Results

After a three-stage coding process, 161 open codes, 81 axial codes,
and 29 selective codes were discovered. Factors such as the cultural
attitude towards the scientific development of sports in lIraq, the
appropriate governance development in the country's sports structure,
and the transformation of the nature of the Iragi sports industry were
among the contextual, causal, and intervening factors found in this
research. Moreover, the utilization of academic and university experts
in professional and national sports in Iraq for policy-making,
management, planning, and the implementation of planned programs
was identified as the most important strategy for the scientific
development of Iraqgi sports. The flourishing of Iraqgi sports at national
and international levels is also the most significant outcome of the
scientific development of sports in this country. On the other hand, in
the examination of the structural equation model in the research, it was
found that contextual factors have the greatest impact on the scientific
development of Iragi sports (0.56). The second and third most
influential factors on the scientific development of Iragi sports were
causal factors (0.53) and intervening factors (0.49).

Conclusion

Based on the results, it is recommended to senior officials in Iraqgi
sports to utilize the results of this study for the advancement of sports

in the country at all levels. This is because the use of modern science
and technology, as well as the employment of scientific and academic
experts, in general, will create a link between professional and national
sports with sports academies and universities, which is the only way
to achieve sustainable progress in sports in all countries, especially in
Iraq.
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