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Introduction: The sports tourism brand of each country has an undeniable effect
on attracting sports tourists and can introduce countries for the activists of this easy
industry and guide and help tourists in the destination and have a significant
contribution to the income generation of a country. It should be acknowledged that
many factors can affect the destination branding, which in some scattered articles
and researches, some of these indicators have been mentioned. So, the purpose of
this study was to determine the effect of environmental quality indicators on

Damavand sports tourism branding which is known as one of the tourist attractions.

Methods: The present study is descriptive-analytical and, using multivariate
regression statistical methods and path analysis. According to the Morgan’s table
The statistical population included 384 sports tourists based on convenience
sampling method. To gather data, Rezvani (2017) and Acker (1991) questionnaires

were used.

Results: The results showed that the economic component had the most and the
natural environment component had the least direct effect on Damavand sports
tourism branding. Also, taking into account the indirect effects, the component of
the institutional environment has had the most impact.

Conclusion: Therefore, in order to brand Damavand sports tourism, it is necessary
to pay more attention to the factors affecting the economic and institutional
environment and solving the problems of the natural environment.

Cite this article: Askarian, F., Aghaei, N., & Bayezidi, M.A. (2023). The Effect of Environmental Quality Indicators on
Damavand Sports Tourism Branding. Sport Management Journal, 15 (2), 249-261.

DOl:http//doi.org/10.22059/JSM.2022.342680.2945.

Journal of Sport Management by University of Tehran Press is licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0 |
web site: https://jsm.ut.ac.ir/ | Email: jsm@ut.ac.ir.

© The Author(s).

[otoies

Publisher: University of Tehran Press.



https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3101-0557
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1429-4647
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-9244-3700
doi:http//doi.org/10.22059/JSM.2022.342680.2945.
https://jsmdl.ut.ac.ir/
https://press.ut.ac.ir/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/?ref=chooser-v1
https://jsm.ut.ac.ir/
mailto:jsm@ut.ac.ir

NS
University of Tehran

Faculty of
Spoet Sciesces and Health

Extended Abstract

Introduction

The global tourism sector is recognized as a crucial
source of revenue and a significant contributor to
cultural interactions among nations. It occupies a
distinct position as the world's largest and the most
extensive service industry. The tourism industry's
capacity to create a distinctive image has motivated
visitors to return and has left them with favorable and
optimistic impressions. This distinctiveness is attributed
to environmental factors, which are referred to as
environmental quality indicators. In light of these
factors, the objective of this study was to investigate the
influence of environmental quality indicators on the
branding of sports tourism in the Damavand region,
which is recognized as a tourist destination.

Methods

The research method employed in this study was
descriptive-correlational, which was chosen based on
the research's nature, objectives and questions, a sample
size of 384 (n = 384) individuals was determined using
Morgan's table with the convenience sampling method.
After doing Descriptive statistics, skewness and kurtosis
tests were conducted to assess the normality of data
distribution. Also, Multivariate regression analysis was
then applied to determine the contribution of
each independent variable to the dependent
variable without considering lag or lead time. Moreover,
Standardized regression coefficients from path
analysis were used to evaluate the direct and indirect
effects of each independent variable on the dependent
variable while considering the lag and lead time. The
aim was to determine the extent to which each
independent variable directly and indirectly influenced
the research's dependent variable. All data were
analyzed using Lisrel software.

Results

The results showed that the economic environment
variable had the most significant direct impact on
Damavand sports tourism brand, while the natural
environment had the least impact. However, when
considering indirect effects, the institutional
environment and physical environment had the most
substantial impact on the Damavand sports tourism
brand, with 0.47% and 0.41%, respectively. Thus, when
taking both direct and indirect effects into account, the
institutional environment had the most significant
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influence on the Damavand sports tourism brand,
followed by the physical environment.

Conclusion

The aim of the present research was to investigate the
effect of environmental quality indicators on sports
tourism branding in the Damavand region, which is
recognized as a tourist destination. The findings of the
study revealed that the most significant environmental
quality indicator that directly influenced Damavand
sports tourism branding was related to the economic
environment. Furthermore, when both direct and
indirect effects were considered, the institutional
environment indicator had the most substantial impact.
Results showed that the natural environment indicator
had less importance compared to the other indicators,
both in direct and indirect effects. The physical
environment and socio-cultural environment indicators
also had a direct impact on Damavand sports tourism
branding. Ultimately, the study findings indicated that
environmental quality indicators had a positive effect
on Damavand sports tourism branding.
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