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Introduction: Bibliometric analysis enables researchers to gain a deeper
understanding of seemingly disparate streams of research by facilitating the
classification and visualisation of scientific literature and providing a coherent
representation of knowledge. Given the growing importance of sport
entrepreneurship, this study aimed to conduct a bibliometric analysis of research in
this field.

Methods: Scientific publications indexed in the Web of Science Core Collection up
to June 2, 2023, were retrieved using the search query entrepreneur AND sport* in
the Title field, without restrictions on publication year. A total of 193 documents
were identified and analyzed. HistCite software was used for performance analysis
based on the total number of records, total global citation score (TGCS), total local
citation score (TLCS), global citation score (GCS), and local citation score (LCS).
VOSviewer software was used to construct and visualize scientific knowledge maps.
Results: The analysis identified 193 documents involving 353 authors, published in
110 journals, written in 10 languages, and originating from 47 countries. The most
influential contributors and publication outlets were identified using citation
indicators, particularly TGCS and GCS. Furthermore, keyword co-occurrence
analysis and bibliographic coupling were used to identify thematic clusters and
major research streams in sport entrepreneurship.

Conclusion: The findings indicate that research on sport entrepreneurship has
grown in recent years and is interdisciplinary in nature. Innovation,
entrepreneurship, management, and business performance were identified as the
main research themes. Three major research streams were also identified: conceptual
development and education, the determinants of sport entrepreneurship, and social
responsibility. Despite Iran’s relatively high number of publications, the citation
impact of Iranian research remains limited.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Entrepreneurship is an important driver of economic growth,
innovation, and value creation. In the sports industry, it helps identify
new opportunities, develop innovative products and services, and
respond to changing market demands. Despite growing academic
interest, sport entrepreneurship remains a multidimensional concept
involving opportunity recognition, innovation, risk-taking, resource
mobilization, and business development.

Previous studies have examined its theoretical foundations, educational
aspects, social impacts, sustainability, and innovation. However, most
bibliometric analyses have focused on publications up to 2018,
highlighting the need for an updated review.

Therefore, this study analyzes sport entrepreneurship research indexed
in the Web of Science up to June 2, 2023. It aims to examine publication
trends, identify the most influential authors, journals, countries, and
institutions, and determine the main thematic clusters and research
directions in the field.

Methods

This study employed a bibliometric analysis to examine the
development, scientific impact, and thematic structure of sport
entrepreneurship research. Bibliometric analysis uses quantitative
indicators to investigate publication patterns, citation performance,
scientific collaboration, influential contributors, and emerging research
trends. It also helps identify research gaps and establish directions for
future investigations.

Data were retrieved from the Web of Science Core Collection using the
search query entrepreneur AND sport in the Title field, without
restrictions on publication year. The search included records indexed
up to June 2, 2023, resulting in a total of 193 documents.

HistCite software was used to evaluate publication performance and
citation impact through three indicators: total records, Total Global
Citation Score (TGCS), and Total Local Citation Score (TLCS).
Additionally, VOSviewer software was employed to construct
scientific maps, examine keyword co-occurrence, and identify thematic
clusters and research relationships through bibliographic coupling.
Results

Publication Trends

The analysis included 193 documents from 110 journals, written by 353
researchers across 47 countries. Publications increased significantly
after 2010, reaching their highest level in 2020 (34 documents),
demonstrating growing academic interest in sport entrepreneurship.
Authors and Citation Impact

Among 353 authors, Ratten was the most influential, followed by Jones
and Gonzalez-Serrano. Research came from 47 countries, with Iran
ranking sixth in publication output (14 documents). However, the
United States had the highest citation impact, while Iran received only
21 citations, showing that publication quantity does not necessarily
reflect research impact.

Country Contributions and Citation Impact

The dataset included contributions from 47 countries. Based on
publication output, Iran ranked sixth, with 14 documents. In terms of
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the reported global citation totals, the leading countries were the United
States (561 citations), Australia (395), Spain (358), England (346),
Finland (319), and Portugal (109). Iran recorded 21 global citations
according to the reported results.

Publication Languages

Most publications were written in English (170 documents), followed
by Spanish (11), Portuguese (4), and Russian (2). Other languages had
only one publication each, showing the dominance of English in sport
entrepreneurship research.

Journals and Citation Impact

The 193 publications appeared in 110 journals across various
disciplines, including entrepreneurship, management, sociology, and
sport management. The International Journal of Entrepreneurship and
Management received the highest global citation score (276), followed
by The Sociological Review (242). This demonstrates the
multidisciplinary nature of sport entrepreneurship research.
Most-Cited Publications and Research Topics

Highly cited studies in sport entrepreneurship cover theoretical
development, sporting events, women’s sport, social entrepreneurship,
COVID-19, ecthics, entrepreneurial orientation, and organizational
performance. Overall, the literature combines theoretical research with
practical issues and challenges in the sports industry.

Keyword Co-occurrence and Thematic Clusters

The VOSviewer analysis identified four main themes in sport
entrepreneurship research: entrepreneurship, innovation, management,
and performance. These themes focus on entrepreneurship education,
technological innovation and sport policies, management strategies,
and the impact of entrepreneurial activities on the success of sport
organizations.

Bibliographic Coupling and Major Research Streams
Bibliographic coupling analysis identified three principal research
streams in the retrieved literature. These streams were interpreted
according to the thematic similarities among publications, as reflected
in their shared references.

Entrepreneurship Education and the Development of Sport
Entrepreneurship Research

The first research stream focused on entrepreneurship education and
theoretical development. It examined the role of university education,
entrepreneurial skills, and training in developing entrepreneurial
intentions in sport. It also addressed the theoretical foundations of sport
entrepreneurship, literature reviews, and future research directions.
Sport Entrepreneurship Contexts and Factors Associated with
Organizational Outcomes

The second research stream examines organizational contexts and
entrepreneurial outcomes in sport, focusing on professional football,
human capital, COVID-19 challenges, management strategies, and the
relationship between entrepreneurial orientation and the economic and
sporting performance of sport clubs.

Social Entrepreneurship and the Social Dimensions of Sport

The third research stream focuses on social entrepreneurship,
emphasizing the role of sport in addressing social needs, supporting
communities, and creating social value.
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Table 1. The top 10 authors, 10 countries, and 10 languages, ranked separately according to the indicators of number of records, total global citations, and
total local citations, are listed in Table 1.

Row Author Rec TLCS TGCS Row Country Rec TLCS TGCS Row Language Rec TLCS TGCS
1 Ratten V 25 278 631 1  Spain 42 12 358 1  English 170 524 2027

2 Gonzalez-Serrano 15 0 175 2 USA 34 192 561 2 Spanish 11 1 46

3  Escamilla-Fajardo P 9 3 65 3 UK 28 115 346 3 Portuguese 4 0 2

4 Jones P 8 75 224 4 Australia 25 167 395 4 Russian 2 0 1

5 Moreno FC 8 2 100 5 China 16 4 46 5 Chinese 1 1 1

6  Nunez-Pomar JM 7 0 57 6 Iran 14 6 21 6  Croatian 1 0 1

7 Hayduk T 6 21 44 7 Canada 9 22 147 7  French 1 0 0

8 Hervas JC 6 0 118 8  Portugal 9 39 109 8 German 1 0 3

9 AdambaC 4 0 4 9  Finland 8 26 319 9 Polish 1 0 0

10  Bjarsholm D/ 4 39 53 10 Sweden 7 47 102 10 Turkish 1 2 2

Conclusion

Sport entrepreneurship has attracted increasing academic attention
since 1986, reflecting its growing importance in areas such as sport
management, marketing, events, and facilities. This study used
bibliometric analysis and scientific mapping to examine the
development and structure of the field. Four main thematic clusters
were identified: entrepreneurship, innovation, management, and
performance. In addition, three major research streams emerged: the
theoretical development of sport entrepreneurship, organizational
contexts and entrepreneurial outcomes, and social entrepreneurship.
These findings highlight the multidisciplinary nature of sport
entrepreneurship and its connections with business, education,
management, and social development. Despite some limitations in
representing the entire body of literature, the study provides a useful
overview of existing research and identifies key themes and potential
directions for future studies.
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