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Introduction: This study aimed to propose a model for the development of sports
fan engagement in Iran, emphasizing the potential of the Metaverse.

Method: This qualitative research was conducted using a fieldwork approach based
on the grounded theory methodology. The participants were experts with in-depth
knowledge of the research subject. A purposive sampling strategy with a
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The world of sports has always been driven by innovations and
developments. From the introduction of new technologies to enhance
player performance to the use of data analytics to analyze game
strategies, it has come to the conclusion that the sports industry has
never stopped embracing change. With the emergence of metaverse, a
new revolution has been created in sports, which will lead to a
transformation in sports in the near future. The sports industry is no
exception, and metaversion offers unique opportunities for immersive
experiences, fan engagement, and monetization. It provides a seamless
integration of the physical and digital worlds, allowing users to
experience sporting events, meet athletes and participate in interactive
games. Understanding how metaversion affects the sports industry and
the future of fan interaction. Although the development path of
metaversion in sports and especially the attraction of sports fans in Iran
is in its early stages, the lack of comprehensive studies in this regard
has led to sufficient evidence in the development path. There should be
no attraction of sports fans in Iran by emphasizing on metaversion
capacities. The existing void regarding the functions of metaversion in
some areas, including sports and sports fans, has caused that there are
no basic ambiguities regarding the functions of metaversion in sports
fandom. Having said that, the current research has been designed and
implemented with the aim of providing a development model for
attracting sports fans in Iran, emphasizing the capabilities of Metaverse.
Therefore, the main question of the current research is, what is the
development model of attracting sports fans in Iran with emphasis on
the capacities of Metaverse?

Methods

The current research was one of the qualitative researches that was
carried out in the field. The qualitative method used in the present

implemented with the aim of presenting a development
model for the attraction of sports fans in Iran with an
emphasis on the capacities of the metaverse. According to
the results of the present study, it is suggested to create a
comprehensive charter of fandom in the metaverse while
defining and operationalizing behavioral competencies.
Leadership, managerial and technical, to improve the
knowledge and awareness needed by fans in metaverse
sports spaces. Also, according to the results of the present
research, it is suggested that the existence of quantitative and
qualitative criteria to measure competencies, as well as
define and emphasize the key values of Metaverse sports
spaces, provide a platform for attracting sports fans in Iran
by emphasizing Metaverse's capacities. According to the
results of the present research, it is suggested that by creating
a space of fan discourse in the metaverse and also creating a
space of fan discourse in the metaverse; it provided a
platform to attract sports fans in Iran by emphasizing the
capabilities of Metaverse. Also, according to the results of
the present research, it is suggested to create fan centers for
sports teams in Metaverse; it provided a platform to attract
sports fans in Iran by emphasizing the capabilities of
Metaverse.

research was of the Glaser type of grand theory. The participants in the
current research included experts who are knowledgeable about the
research topic. The entry criteria for experts in the qualitative part of
the research in three sections include education (having at least a
bachelor's degree), work experience (having at least 10 years of work
experience in the field of sports and knowledge of metamorphosis) and
research experience (having at least 5 scientific articles in was the
studied area). Having two of the above three criteria will lead to the
confirmation of the knowledge of the samples about the subject of the
research. In order to identify the samples of the qualitative section, the
purposeful sampling method was used. In this research, according to
the purpose of the study, the participants of the qualitative part were
selected based on purposeful sampling among people who are aware of
the research topic.

Results

The descriptive results of the research showed that the participants
included 0.75% men and 0.25% women. Also, among these research
samples, people with doctorate degrees have the largest number with
41.7%. The results showed that the factors affecting the development
of attracting sports fans in Iran, emphasizing the capacities of the
metaverse, include 6 factors, which include interactions, emotional,
technical, support, framing, and monitoring and evaluation. The results
also showed that the absorption cycle includes need creation,
familiarization, experience creation, repeatability and durability. This
cycle has 4 key dimensions including infrastructure, laws and policies,
motivation and culture.

Conclusion

Metaverse has changed the way we consume sports, express
our interests, and interact with sports brands representing
professional sports leagues, teams, and athletes, creating
massive events in sports. Considering the important and key
uses and functions of metaversion in all fields, including
sports; there is a need to create a clear path regarding the
development of attracting sports fans in Iran by conducting
comprehensive studies, emphasizing on metaversion
capacities. Conducting the present research can have
desirable functions from both scientific and practical
perspectives. From a scientific point of view, conducting
research on the development of attracting sports fans in Iran
with an emphasis on metaversion capacities can lead to
filling the research gap in this regard. Considering that there
are no serious studies regarding the development of the
attraction of sports fans in Iran with an emphasis on
metaversion capacities; conducting the present research can
solve the research gap in this regard. From a practical point
of view, conducting the present research can lead to the
improvement of solutions in the development of attracting
sports fans in Iran by emphasizing on metaversion capacities
and providing operational procedures in this regard. With
this in mind, the current research was designed and
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