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Introduction: The public acceptance of elite sports policies is not only essential for
the success of these policies but can also lead to the creation of a sustainable and
effective sports system that brings social and economic benefits. The purpose of this
study is to investigate the key factors affecting the public acceptance of elite sports
policies.

Method: The research sample included Latin documents and articles published in
the period of 2015-2023. This research approach made it possible to provide a
comprehensive and deep view of the key factors effecting in the general acceptance
of elite sports policies. These articles were extracted from reliable information
sources such as PubMed, Web of Science, Google Scholar, Taylor Francis. After
adjusting the studies according to the entry and exit criteria, a total of 24 documents
were analyzed. To improve the transparency of the report and improve the quality
of the evidence, the reporting guide (eMERGE) and the partial quality tool of Wash
and Devon, which is designed to objectively evaluate the quality of the studies, were
used.

Results: Analyzing the themes of the documents identified 3 key clusters, i.e. social
achievements, social risks, and quality of communication (along with 19 secondary
themes) as comprehensive fields and a basis for public acceptance of elite sports
social policies.

Conclusion: In order to implement policies related to elite sports, the necessary
knowledge of its general acceptance fields can be a useful step in the successful
implementation of elite sports policies by the government.
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Extended Abstract:

Introduction

The public acceptance of elite sports policies is not only
essential for the success of these policies but can also lead to
the creation of a sustainable and effective sports system that
brings social and economic benefits. Due to the distinct
social impacts of elite sports, different countries are pursuing
strategic plans to enhance the performance of athletes at a
competitive level, allocating significant budgets to the
development of elite sports. In this regard, In recent years,
governments have directly or indirectly intervened in
policies designed to improve the national and international
performance of their countries. The success of national,
international, and local policies largely depends on the level
of public acceptance of these policies among the people. In
democratic and even non-democratic countries, stakeholders
(people, local residents, financial supporters, etc.) are
considered part of the decision-making process, where their
justification, participation, and support are crucial for the
success and sustainability of any social event. Understanding
the perspectives and decision-making processes of
policymakers and policy recipients (officials and the public)
is considered a vital mechanism for recognizing the main
grounds for the public acceptance of sports policies. In this
study, we will first explain the theory of stakeholders and
then discuss general acceptance models based on the
stakeholder theory. Furthermore, we will demonstrate how,
based on this theory, emphasizing the role of stakeholders
(ordinary people, supporters, stakeholders, athletes, etc.) can
increase the legitimacy and public acceptance of elite sports
policies. Building on this theory, we will demonstrate how
emphasizing the role of stakeholders (ordinary people,
supporters, beneficiaries, athletes, etc.) can increase the
legitimacy and public acceptance of elite sports policies.
Despite the importance of public acceptance of
championship sports policies, there are limited
understanding and research on the factors influencing public
acceptance. Due to the existing gap regarding the influential
factors in the acceptance of elite sports policies, this research
aims to present a conceptual framework that provides a
clearer understanding of the public-societal acceptance
process of elite sports.
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Methods

The present study is based on a systematic review method. A
systematic review is a qualitative research process based on
theory generation that allows the researcher to combine
relevant qualitative evidence on a particular topic area.

This research approach made it possible to provide a
comprehensive and deep view of the key factors effecting in
the general acceptance of elite sports policies. The research
sample included Latin documents and articles published in
the period of 2015-2023. This research approach made it
possible to provide a comprehensive and deep view of the
key factors effecting in the general acceptance of elite sports
policies. These articles were extracted from reliable
information sources such as PubMed, Web of Science,
Google Scholar, Taylor Francis. After adjusting the studies
according to the entry and exit criteria, a total of 24
documents were analyzed.

Results

Given the pivotal role of public acceptance in the
development of elite sports, this study examines the public
acceptance areas related to elite sports policies and presents
a qualitative model for future experimental studies in this
field. From a theoretical perspective, this study identified
social achievements, risks and negative social consequences,
and the quality of relationships as influential and relevant
factors in the general acceptance of sports excellence through
the analysis of inductive content of secondary documents.

Conclusion

The findings emerging from this research provide scientific
evidence of the antecedents of public acceptance of elite
sport policies, which can serve as the foundation for
improving communication among various stakeholders
regarding elite sport policy. Understanding discrepancies in
perspectives on elite sport policy among the involved
stakeholders can help governmental sport agencies develop
appropriate and effective communication strategies with
their citizens.
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